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Perspective

We’re Going Green
We’re Going Monthly
We’re Going Fully Digital

It’s time for a Spring clean and in the process, we’re going to help you de-clutter your coffee 
table. 
   It is with mixed emotions we announce that the Winter 2019 edition of Wildside Magazine 
was our last printed edition and we have transitioned to a online-only model. This decision was 
not taken lightly and although we are sad to see the printed editions come to an end we are 
also excited about the new prospects the online model brings with it.
   What Does It Mean For You
1. New Fresh Look and Feel to your favourite Travel, Adventure and Conservation magazine 
from October 2019
2. No more waiting for the post to arrive- or not arrive.
3. You get to read your favourite Travel, Adventure and Conservation magazine more 
frequently.
4. You’ll have access to Interactive content making your reading experience more pleasurable 
with short videos and direct links to your favourite properties being included.
5. Best of all it’s FREE. No strings attached. No unauthorised use of your personal information. 
Just exclusive access to travel information and travel guides, reviews, competitions, travel 
information and special travel discounts.

We hope you enjoy the new format.
Happy Reading.
Till Next Time 

Liz

David Muirhead 
David is a published author and makes 
regular contributions to Wildside 
through the Creature Feature and 
Windbag features. 

Richard McKibbin
Richard is an extremely passionate 
naturalist, photographer and public 
speaker..  He is a qualified guide with 
over 15 years of experience throughout 
Southern Africa.  He and his wife Candice 
now run their business called The 
LionHeart Experience.  

Contributors

News From the Editor
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BOOK REVIEW

CRADLE OF LIFE 
The Story of the Magaliesberg 
and the Cradle of Humankind

This trusted best-seller has been comprehensively 
updated and expanded to feature accounts of over 
1,500 species and insect groups. Included are the 
most common, most economically and ecologically 
important, interesting and attractive insects in the 
region.
The book features:
• vivid photographs
• detailed species accounts covering identification, 
biology, distribution, and related species
• a helpful introduction detailing the significance, life 
history, collection and photography of insects, and
• quick reference guides on the inside covers to 
facilitate identification.
Entomologists both amateur and professional, 
students, gardeners, farmers, tourists and anyone 
with an interest in the natural world will appreciate 
this illuminating and invaluable guide.
Mike Picker is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Biological Sciences at the University 
of Cape Town. His research on the insects of our 
arid regions has resulted in 130 publications and 
four guide books. He has a very broad knowledge 
of the natural history and ecology of the rich South 
African insect fauna.
Charles Griffiths is an Emeritus Professor in 
the Department of Biological Sciences at the 
University of Cape Town. He has authored over 200 
scientific papers, five other guide books to various 
components of the South African fauna, and has 
discovered over 100 species new to science. 
He is also a well-known wildlife photographer 
whose images have appeared in many books and 
magazines.
Alan Weaving (1938–2018) was an entomologist 
who lived in Grahamstown. He had a particular 
interest in wasps and published two books on the 
insect diversity of southern
Africa, including Southern African Insects and their 
World (Struik Nature 2000).

ISBN: 9781775845843 
RRP: R390.00

The Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site 
situated in the heart of the Magaliesberg Biosphere 
Reserve is the jewel in South Africa’s evolutionary 
crown: an area ‘of outstanding universal value’, it 
has attracted world-wide interest and furnished 
key evidence about where, when and how life and 
landscape have evolved. 
The greater Magaliesberg area has a unique 
geology, history and biodiversity. For decades now, 
specialists have been combing the area to uncover 
evidence of our heritage.
In his spectacular new title, Vincent Carruthers 
guides readers along a timeline, from the birth of 
our planet through to developments of the twenty 
first century. Along the way he documents the 
formation of our landscapes and the emergence of 
life, the rise of hominins, the stone and iron ages, 
early settlement, migrations, wars and modern 
developments in the Magaliesberg – the entire 
evolution of life up to the present, as we know it. 

Vividly illustrated with photographs, maps and 
diagrams, Cradle of Life portrays the intrigue and 
importance of the site, taking readers on a magical 
journey of discovery.

Vincent Carruthers has spent his adult life living and 
working in the Magaliesberg. He led the campaign to 
have the region proclaimed a UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve in 2015 and worked with the teams that 
nominated the World Heritage Site. An award-
winning, influential environmentalist, he has written 
and contributed to a wide range of publications, 
among them The Magaliesberg, Wildlife of Southern 
Africa, and A Complete Guide to the Frogs of 
Southern Africa (with Louis du Preez).

ISBN: 9781775845973 
RRP: R300.00

Field Guide to Insects of South 
Africa 
MIKE PICKER, CHARLES GRIFFITH & 
ALAN WEAVINGWildside Rewards 

All members qualify for a 
discount of 10% and a 20% 

discount for last minute 
bookings ie booked two weeks 

in advance at all Isibindi 
Lodges

All members qualify for a 
discount of 7% off all 2019 
rates at Beverley Country 

Cottages

EXCLUSIVE COMPETITIONS AND TRAVEL 
DISCOUNTS

It’s easy. Subscribe to Wildside and you can become a Wildside Rewards 
member today! All you have to do is go to www.wildsidesa.co.za/subscribe/ 
Choose the FREE digital copy option. Give us some basic information – and 
voila! You now have access to exclusive content, competitions and the travel 

discounts below (more coming soon) 

To ensure you never miss an edition, travel special or competition, your 
yearly subscription and membership will automatically be renewed annually 
unless you decide you’d wish to cancel it – this can be managed from within 

your account.

What are you waiting for….. subscribe today!

Wildside Rewards Member Discounts

All members qualify for 
a discount of 10% on all 

scheduled three day trails

MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMME

https://wildsidesa.co.za/subscribe/ 
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Competitions
Win   A full day experience 
with an experienced guide into 

Barbeton’s Hay Day’s of the past 
for five people Valued at R5000

Enter on-line at www.wildsidesa.co.za 
or scan the QR Code 

Your full day experience includes a scenic 
drive to our Ghost Town Eureka City (own 
vehicle), with a picnic lunch at one of our 
scenic sites, where you will be treated to 
Barberton’s famous Barney Steak cooked 
to perfection (other menus available) 
served with chips and salad.  After lunch 
you will depart to Bray’s Golden Quarry 
and have an exclusive tour into our past 
and be amazed at the size of this digging 
that happened 100 years ago, once the 
mine tour is finished we shall end it with 
prospecting in Fig Tree Creek and finally to 
end the adventurous day we shall have a 
stopover at Digger’s Retreat Hotel to look 
at the beautiful freeze paintings by Conrad 
Frederick Genal who painted his way 
through South Africa for board and lodging. 

Win   Two nights incl. 
breakfast at Misty Mountain, 
Long Tom Tabogan tickets, 
Big Swing tickets: Zipline 

rides, Graskop Gorge Lift Co: 
Forest experience tickets and 

conservation fees, Skyway Aerial 
tickets - Tree-top tickets for two 

people Valued at R7 020
Enter on-line at www.wildsidesa.co.za

To claim your prize email 
editor@wildsidesa.co.za 

or phone 0761823483

Winter Edition Winners

Kelzae Frazer is the winner of a 
R500 Cape Union Mart voucher.

Tamar Levin is the winner of a 
Penguine Random House book 

hamper valued at R1750 

Win Two nights for two 
people in one of Tomjachu’s  

2-sleeper cottages or the Main 
Homestead Suite (depending on 
availability), DBB with selected 

activities included 
Valued at R6000.

Enter on-line at www.wildsidesa.co.za

HOW TO ENTER WILDSIDE COMPETITIONS
All you have to do to stand a chance of winning one of our fabulous prizes is to 
sign up for your complimentary copy of Wildside Magazine at www.wildsidesa.
co.za/subscribe/ or scan the QR Code , give us a few details and then enter 
each competition via your membership page as many times as you want to. 

it’s that easy. 

http://www.wildsidesa.co.za 
http://www.wildsidesa.co.za 
mailto:editor@wildsidesa.co.za
http://www.wildsidesa.co.za 
http://www.wildsidesa.co.za/subscribe/
http://www.wildsidesa.co.za/subscribe/
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EXPERIENCE MPUMALANGA
A Tourists Playground
Image courtesy Barbeton Tours
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Mpumalanga is considered to 
be one of the most beautiful 
places in South Africa. Striking 

rugged  mountain ranges, the Blyde 
River Canyon, one of the world’s 
largest canyons, cascading waterfalls 
, exquisite fauna and flora and a rich 
and diverse cultural history are what 
make this region one of South Africa’s 
much loved tourist playgrounds.

Getting Around
Kruger Mpumalanga International 
Airport, (KMIA) is 28km northeast 
of the provincial capital Nelspruit 
(Mbombela), There are daily flights 
into Kruger Mpumalanga International 
Airport (KMIA) from Johannesburg, 
Cape Town and Durban. 
Some of the private lodges within the 
region also offer charter flights from  
KMIA directly to the lodge. 
Once on the ground the best way to 
explore this region is to self-drive. 
Hiring a car is easy with all the 
major car rental companies being 
represented at the airport. The roads 
in Mpumalanga are generally good-
quality tarmac, although there are 
places where you’ll find potholes and 
stray animals and for this reason we 
strongly advise against driving before 
sunrise or after sunset if possible. 

Health Tips
Malaria occurs within the Lowveld 
areas of Mpumalanga, right through 
the year. Malaria is spread by the 
Anopheles mosquito, so preventing 
yourself being bitten is of paramount 
importance. Malaria prophylaxis is 
recommended for all travelers to 
Mpumalanga Lowveld.
   Mosquito nets and repellents are 
also strongly recommended after 
sundown. Try to avoid being bitten 
by wearing clothing that covers 
the arms,legs and ankles and use 
repellent’

The Basics
Money: ATM’s are found throughout 
the region and cards are widely 
accepted. If you are an international 
visitor you should inform your bank 
of your travel plans to avoid declined 
credit-card transactions.
Tipping
Wages are low here, and tipping is 
expected.
Restaurants and cafes tip 10% to 
15% of the total in restaurants; 10% 
in cafes.
Car guards: Offer R2, or R5 for longer 
periods.
Petrol stations:Anything from R5 – 
more if the attendant washes the 
windscreen and checks the tyres etc.

Kruger Shalati, Train on a Bridge
Thebe  Tourism Group’ Kruger Shalati 
Train on a Bridge is a new luxury tourism 
and hospitality product in the Kruger 
National Park, housed inside a restored 
and reimagined train on the Selati Bridge. 
Consists of 24 rooms offering 48 beds in 
train rooms, spanning the Sabie river from 
bank to bank. 1 lounge carriage with bar and 
deck and pool, and game viewing scenery 
from the vista atop the river. 7 land-based 
rooms in Bridge House. Family suites with 
dedicated children areas and honeymoon 
suite. Bridge house dining and lounge areas 
including decked seating a pool overlooking 
the Sabie river.
Tel: +27 (0)66 159 9972
Email: reservations@krugershalati.com
Website: www.krugershalati.com

Where to Stay

Kruger Shalati, 
Train on a Bridge

Geo Trail - Barberton Adventures

Above: Panning for Gold - 
Barberton Adventures
Below: Eureka City Scenic Drive 
- Barberton Adventures

mailto:reservations@krugershalati.com
http://www.krugershalati.com
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Woodlands Guest House:
This upmarket luxury Guest House 
offers seven individually decorated 
suites, deck overlooking sub-
tropical gardens, a pool with secure 
and safe parking as well as free Wi-
Fi. Woodlands is only 10kms from 
Kruger National Park’s Phabeni 
Gate.
R1035 pps b&b
Cell (+27) 630656930, 
648 Blue Jay Crescent, Hazyview 
Residential area
reservations@woodlandsgh.co.za
www.woodlandsgh.co.za 

Umsisi House: 
TGCSA 5-STAR COUNTRY HOUSE 
With panoramic views, beautiful 
gardens, abundant birdlife, swimming 
pool, jacuzzi, walking trails, extensive 
library, TV Room and free Wifi, umSisi 
House invites you to make yourself ‘At 
Home in Africa’.  Located between White 
River and Hazyview, just 20 minutes 
from Numbi Gate, umSisi House is a 
gourmet getaway offering luxury villa 
accommodation for private groups (min 
4 and max 10 people) looking to explore 
the Kruger Lowveld region.  
Children welcome | Prior booking 
essential | From R3300 – R3850 pps 
DBB or FB
Website: www.umsisihouse.com  
Email: reservations@umsisihouse.co.za 
Tel: 082 479 9700

Little Pilgrims Boutique Hotel: 
Experience the pioneering spirit 
of the 1800`s in a romantic quaint 
Pilgrims Rest lookalike little town. 
Thirty-five suites tastefully furnished 
to compliment the gold rush era, 
offers guests peaceful and private 
gardens.
R950 pps b&b    
Tel: (+27) 13 7373163                                                            
Main road R40, Hazyview
reservations@littlepilgrims.co.za
www.littlepilgrims.co.za

Little Pilgrims 
Boutique Hotel

Umsisi House

Woodlands 
Guest House

Maqueda Lodge is a family, owned, 
boutique lodge situated on the fringe of 
Kruger National Park. Treating our guests 
as individuals and not numbers, we pride 
ourselves on the personal approach in 
ensuring that our guests enjoy their stay 
with us as much as possible. We offer a 
wide range of activities – but specialise 
in our day safaris into Kruger run by our 
passionate and enthusiastic guides, who 
endeavour to maximise the experience for 
everyone.
Tel: +27 82 450 4089
Email:reservations@maquedalodge.com
Website: www.maquedalodge.com

Hotel Numbi and Garden Suites:
Family owned and managed hotel 
since 1963, and only 12km from 
the Kruger National Park this 
tourism landmark offers 3 star 
accommodation with a choice of 
two restaurants, swimming pools, 
conference facilities and a chapel 
for weddings.
R820 pps, b&b
(+27)13- 7377301/2/3/4
Cell (+27)  82456745      
Main Road R40, Hazyview
reservations@hotelnumbi.co.za
www.hotelnumbi.co.za  

Merry Pebbles Resort is situated on the upper 
reaches of the Sabie River 1km from the village Sabie. 
On offer are 180 level electrified South African grading 
Council 3* electrified caravan/camping sites. As well 
as Automobile Association Highly recommended self-
catering and B&B options.
Facilities on the resort include an a la Carte’ restaurant, 
mini-market, laundry, ATM as well as liquor store.
There is also a variety of amenities such as heated/
cold water swimming pools, mini-golf, trampolines, 
play-park as well as outdoor chess. A number of 
mountain bike trails as well hiking trails start at the 
resort doorstep, fishing and tubing on the Sabie River 
is also available. Regret NO motorcycles or quad 
bikes.
Visit www.merrypebbles.co.za
Contact info@merrypebbles.co.za
Phone 0137642266 / 0732362088

Hotel Numbi and 
Garden Suites

Merry Pebbles Resort

Maqueda Lodge

mailto:reservations@woodlandsgh.co.za
http://www.woodlandsgh.co.za 
http://www.umsisihouse.com  
mailto:reservations@umsisihouse.co.za
mailto:reservations@littlepilgrims.co.za
http://www.littlepilgrims.co.za
mailto:Email:reservations@maquedalodge.com
http:// www.maquedalodge.com
mailto:reservations@hotelnumbi.co.za
http://www.hotelnumbi.co.za 
http://www.merrypebbles.co.za
mailto:info@merrypebbles.co.za
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Nestled amongst the rolling mountains of the 
Lowveld in the heart of Mpumalanga, lies 
Tomjachu Bush Retreat – Once a family 
home, it is now an award-winning, owner-run 
4 Star retreat, situated within its own private 
nature reserve, 15km outside Nelspruit. The 
perfect destination for anyone looking to unwind 
and relax in nature, with plenty of activities on 
offer for the adventurous. Our location within 
a private reserve allows you to hike, ride or be 
guided through the abundant natural wonders 
that flourish in the 550 hectare property, whilst 
immersing yourself in elegant comfort.
Tel:   +27(0)82 704 4804
Cell: +27 (0)79 257 9160
www.tomjachu.co.za

Misty Mountain is nestled on the iconic 
Panorama Route in Mpumalanga, between 
the towns of Sabie and Lydenburg. The two-
generation family-owned lodge offers a range of 
activities, spectacular scenery, delightful country 
cooking and comfortable chalets with log-
burning fireplaces, limited self-catering facilities 
and private patios. Two-bed, four-bed and six-
sleeper units – which are booked on a bed-and-
breakfast basis – are available. The charming 
Farmhouse, which sleeps 10, is fully equipped 
for self-catering but meals may be enjoyed at 
the restaurant.On-site activities include the 
Long Tom Toboggan, the longest toboggan run 
in Africa with an impressive 1.7-kilometre track; 
trout fishing; guided quad bike rides; hiking 
and mountain biking trails; swimming and bird 
watching. There is also a games room and 
outdoor children’s play area. 
Website:www.mistymountain.co.za
Phone: 013 764 3377 / 073 375 1817

Tomjachu Bush 
Retreat

Misty Mountain

Tinyiko Kruger Lodge
Ideally located in the heart of Marloth Park, 
Tinyiko Kruger Lodge caters to your every whim, 
while you immerse yourself in nature. Tinyiko 
guests can enjoy an unprecedented intimate 
experience of nature and wild animals, without 
sacrificing their creature comforts.
 The lodge is located next to the Leeuspruit 
Game Reserve, and just 14 km from the iconic 
Kruger National Park’s Crocodile Bridge gate.
The well-appointed, rooms are spacious, and 
tastefully decorated and furnished to ensure 
your comfort. Each room has its own en-suite 
bathroom, a private balcony, air-conditioning, 
DStv, a bar fridge, and tea and coffee station, 
and includes breakfast.
Tel:072 272 0187
Email: reservations@tinyikokrugerlodge.co.za
Website: http://tinyikokrugerlodge.co.za/

http://www.tomjachu.co.za
http://restaurant.On
http://www.mistymountain.co.za 
mailto:?subject=
http://tinyikokrugerlodge.co.za/
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Pioneers Grill

Pioneers will always strive to exceed 
the diner’s expectations on quality, 
service and value for money.  The large 
wooden deck offers an alternative to 
the elegantly decorated Grillroom with 
bench and table seating options. 
(+27) 13 7377397
Perry’s Bridge Trading Post - Tourism 
Centre, Corner of R536 and R40, 
Hazyview
restaurant@pioneersbutchergrill.co.za
www.pioneersbutchergrill.co.za

Topolino’s Italian Restaurant

This little gem offers Pizza’s, Pasta’s 
and Italian classic dishes all freshly 
made and baked in our legendary 
woodfire oven.  Allow us to offer you 
an enjoyable meal in great company 
at Topolino’s.
(+27) 137378049  
Perry’s Bridge Trading Post - 
Tourism Centre, Cor R536 and R40, 
Hazyview
admin@topolinos.co.za
www.topolinos.co.za

Where 
to Eat

The Blyde Canyon House is bed & breakfast situated near Hoedspruit, in a bush conservancy, just metres from the 
beautiful Blyde River. Set amongst indigenous trees and bush, we offer comfortable rooms, and a relaxing stay, set 
against the backdrop of the Blyde Canyon Mountains. Rooms are all en-suite with bath and shower, own patio or deck. All 
attractively furnished, each room has access to the surrounding natural beauty that is typical of the Blyde River Canyon 
area. The property has a shared lounge, swimming pool and outside dining deck. 
   Local attractions abound; Blyderivierspoort dam,, boat trips, hot air ballooning, Jessica the Hippo, The Hoedspruit 
Endangered Species Centre, safari game drives, the Moholoholo animal rehabilitation centre, and hiking in the Canyon.
Contact: book@blydecanyonhouse.co.za Tel: +27 78 535 7752 www.blydecanyonhouse.co.za

The Blyde Canyon House

What to Do
The suspension bridge @ Graskop Gorge Lift Co links the 
northern and southern sides of the gorge.
Length: 52m 
Carrying capacity: Although the bridge can in fact hold 200 
people, only 20 people will be allowed on at a time to maximise 
visitors’ enjoyment.
   Structural engineers: Gtegno Consulting Engineers – “It was 
a very exciting project for us. We enjoy designing structures 
that enable the public to get closer to nature.”
   Not to be missed: Awe-inspiring views of mountains, rugged 
cliff faces, forests and the Motitsi Waterfall.

Live the view, feel the forest, fly through the gorge! 
The Graskop Gorge Adventure Hub includes a host of 
activities with widespread appeal.
   These include the viewing lift that travels down the face of the 
cliff, the 600m magical forest experience, the 70m Big Swing 
(70m freefall, reaches 140km/h in under 3 seconds) and the 
130m zipline. Guided electric bike trails will be introduced in 
the near future.
   Viewing decks, the Lift Café with its spectacular views and 
tantalising menu, and retail offerings complete the experience.
   The activities take place on both the northern and southern 
sides of the breath-taking Graskop Gorge, which is spanned 
by a 52m-long suspension bridge. An elevated walkway that 
curves around the gorge provides an alternative route for 
those who prefer a more solid option.
   Enjoy unforgettable views of the forests, gorge, mountains 
and waterfall.
   Ample parking. Perfectly situated to visit on route to KNP 
(just outside of Graskop on the R533 towards Hazyview). 
Tour-group friendly.
Website: www.graskopgorgeliftcompany.co.za / 066 305 1573 
l 066 305 1572

Experience the thrill in Hazyview
Skyway Trails offers two outdoor adventures: the Aerial 
Canopy Trail and the Tree-Top Adventure. 
The 1.2km Canopy Trail is made up of eight inter-linked 
ziplines that take visitors over one of the last natural forested 
valleys along the Sabie River, adjacent to the Kruger National 
Park. The elevated platforms between the ziplines allow 
participants to stop and enjoy the spectacular scenery. The 
trail is suitable for all ages and requires no skill. Children 
under 10 are assisted by guides.
The Tree-Top Adventure’s two elevated obstacle courses 
offer 35 exciting obstacles, including balancing beams, rope 
bridges, ‘spider webs’ and a 50m zipline. One of the courses 
is more suited to young children, while the second offers a 
degree of difficulty and challenges body and mind.
Skyway Trails is situated at Perry’s Bridge Lifestyle Centre in 
Hazyview, which offers a number of restaurant and interesting 
shops.
Website: www.skywaytrails.com
Phone: 082 825 0209

mailto:restaurant@pioneersbutchergrill.co.za
http://www.pioneersbutchergrill.co.za
mailto:admin@topolinos.co.za
http://www.topolinos.co.za 
mailto:book@blydecanyonhouse.co.za
http://www.blydecanyonhouse.co.za 
http://www.graskopgorgeliftcompany.co.za
http://www.skywaytrails.com
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Bourke’s Luck Potholes
Tom Burke, a gold digger, laid a claim nearby 
this natural water feature and although he 
personally never benefited from finding gold 
in the area his prediction that a large deposit 
of gold would be found in the area did come 
to fruition. The potholes formed over centuries 
through the convergence of the Treur River 
and the Blyde River causing cylindrical shapes 
holes to form in the soft limestone.
A visitors information center provides 
the background to this amazing natural 
phenomenon and is also the starting point of 
the 700m walk to the potholes. Bridges over 
some of the rock formations allow easy access 
and viewing platforms for wheelchairs. 
Entrance Fees: 55per adult and R20 per child

The Mac Mac Falls, tumbling an impressive 
65m, has been declared a national monument. 
A steep walkway takes you to a stunning 
vantage point above the falls. Please note that 
this walkway is not suitable for wheelchairs, 
unfortunately.
Entrance Fee: R15 per person

Mac Mac Pools is a beautiful place to spend a 
morning or an afternoon picnicking under shady 
trees. Naturally formed rock pools are ideal for 
cooling off in the hot summer months although 
even then the temperature of the crystal clear 
waters could be below 15 degrees. Braai 
areas and ablutions are available and for the 
more energetic the 3km circular Secretary Bird 
hiking trail will take you on a journey through 
open grassland and pristine forests.
Entrance Fee: R30 per person

Sudwala Caves await exploration. These 
caves were home to prehistoric man 
approximately 1.8million years ago. Today 
tours, lasting approximately an hour, take you 
through the caves’ various chambers called 
unusual names like “the devil’s workshop”, 
“the map of Africa and “Fairyland”. Entrance to 
some of the chambers requires bending over 
or crawling along narrow passageways which 
of course all adds to the fun. 
Entrance Fee: R100 per adult / R55 per child 
aged 4 – 16 and free for children under 4

Kruger National Park - one of Africa’s largest 
parks is definitely worth a visit. Home to the 
Big 5 as well as a diverse range of smaller 
mammals and bird species the Kruger Park is 
a nature lovers delight. Boasting a large range 
of accommodation options inside the park 
from private game lodges to bush camps and 
campsites, the park caters for all needs and 
budgets. 
Entrance Fee: SA Residents: R93 per day

God’s Window
A few kilometers past the Pinnacle, the spectacular God’s Window, 
offers awe-inspiring vistas of the valleys below on a clear day. Some 
degree of fitness is required to climb the steep pathway leading up from 
the car park to various viewing points but the reward, of breathtaking 
scenery, is well worth the effort. Local community members showcase 
their arts and crafts in the car park and don’t be afraid to bargain with 
them a little to get a better deal.
Entrance Fees:  R15 per adult / R10 per child 
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uMfolozi Big 
Five Reserve

A Unique Mantis Wilderness 
Safari for the Soul

uMfolozi Big Five Reserve by Mantis is a 6000-hectare tract of tribal land that 
has been incorporated into the Hluhluwe iMfolozi Park in KwaZulu Natal. The 

uMfolozi Big Five Reserve represents forward-thinking sustainability as it 
blends past and present conservation models, and sustainable land-use that 

will benefit the Zulu communities immensely. 
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There are two luxurious lodges, 
45 minutes from each other. 
Mthembu lodge opened its 

doors in October 2018 and Biyela 
Lodge welcomed accommodated its 
first guests from the 1st of May 2019. 
   Biyela Lodge is a spectacular 
showcase of modern safari luxury 
sprawled across a slanting ridge 
overlooking an oxbow lagoon in White 
uMfolozi River. The 12 glass-fronted 
one-bedroom Private Villas (100sqm 
in size) offer refreshing views over the 
river and adjacent cliffs dotted with 
ancient cave entrances. 
   Biyela Lodge offers more privacy 
and exclusivity than its sister Lodge, 
Mthembu, which was opened last 
September. The private villas are 
more spread apart and the central 
lodge houses an Africaology spa with 
two treatment rooms, a restaurant, 
and a generous deck with a fire pit 
and views over the White uMfolozi

Named the uMfolozi Big Five 
Reserve as a tender nod to the early 
conservation pioneers who used 
to call the area uMfolozi, and also 
differentiate it from the main reserve - 
Hluhluwe. It is in these valleys where 
King Shaka of the Zulus, unbeknownst 
to the world, pioneered a culture 
of conservation before the concept 
was coined by European settlers, by 
proclaiming this area his royal hunting 
ground. This reserve is also where the 
very first steps with Operation Rhino 
were taken almost seventy years ago 
under the guidance of revered global 
conservationist, the late Dr Ian Player. 
   The development of uMfolozi Big 
Five Reserve is a 6000-hectare 
concession extending the 
existingHluhluwe iMfolozi Game 
Reserve. This landmark agreement, 
whereby tribal land is incorporated 
into protected government land, has 
increased the protected area to over 

River which is frequented by herds 
of elephants, buffalo, crocodiles, 
buck, lion, wild dog, and many other 
species.
   Each Villa as a spacious living area 
with minimalistic furnishings and 
monochrome features that create 
a beautiful contrast to the dense 
bushveld that is always in full view 
from every space in the Villa. The 
Villas have working desks and an 
impressive tea and coffee station 
featuring the delicious uMfolozi Brew 
coffee. The bedroom area leads out 
onto the pool deck, a large walkin-
closet area with a vanity table, and 
a spacious bathroom with a double 
shower, outdoor shower, and a 
bathub with direct views over the pool 
and bushveld. Each space in the suite 
leads out onto a wrap-around balcony 
with a glass banister. Some Villas 
have a sunbed, and others feature a 
plunge pool. 
  

100,000 hectares and provide much 
needed employment. 
   The tribal land was underutilized 
land with its surrounding communities 
plagued by unemployment. In its 
new format, more land is protected 
for animals to roam free in and the 
surrounding communities will benefit 
economically through employment at 
the lodges
   Game drives and walks on the 6000 
hectares uMfolozi Big 5 Reserve will 
be exclusively for guests staying on 
the reserve. uMofolozi guests will also 
have the added benefit of game drives  
in the main reserve and soon to have 
walking safaris within the concession.
The Hluhluwe iMfolozi Park is the 
oldest proclaimed protected Game 
Reserve area in South Africa, dating 
back to 1895. Stretching over 96,000 
hectares, it is located approximately 
190km (2.5 hours) north of Durban, in 
central Zululand, KwaZulu Natal, 

South Africa. The reserve is known 
for its rich wildlife and conservation 
efforts. The uMfolozi Big Five 
Reserve will be on the southwestern 
border of the Hluhluwe iMfolozi Park, 
overlooking the wilderness area. 
   We encourage travelling to uMfolozi 
by transfer which can be arranged with 
reservations in order to allow guests 
to enjoy the scenic route dotted with 
important battlefields and prominent 
grave sites. The reserve is a 2.5-hour 
drive from King Shaka International 
Airport and 1.5 hours from Richards 
Bay.
   Mantis; a management company 
with over 30 years of experience in 
the development, management and 
marketing of hospitality businesses 
worldwide. Founded in conservation;      
Mantis’ first project was the rewilding 
of a cluster of degraded farms in the 
Eastern Cape. Founder and Chairman 
of Mantis, Adrian Gardiner, worked on 

this project under the wise guidance of 
renowned conservationist; Ian Player 
- who providentially, established 
Operation Rhino in the same area as 
the uMfolozi Big Five Reserve. The 
stars had aligned, and creating the 
first 5-star lodges in this Wilderness 
area ticked all the boxes for the Mantis
Group. 
   Today, uMfolozi Big Five Reserve 
offers local and international guests 
refined hospitality services taught 
to members of the local tribes by 
Stenden South Africa which was
co-founded by Adrian Gardiner and 
remains a strategic partner of Mantis 
Education.

CONTACT DETAILS

UMFOLOZI BIG FIVE GAME RESERVE

T: 041 404 9300
E: reservations@mantiscollection.com 
W: www.umfolozibig5.com

Biyela Lodge Main Pool 
Deck

Guests enjoying a private dinner 
at Biyela

Main pool area at Mthembu 
Lodge

Exterior View of Guest Suite at 
Mthembu Lodge

Interior of Guest Suite at 
Mthembu Lodge 

mailto:reservations@mantiscollection.com
http://www.umfolozibig5.com
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At the foot of the legendary Ghost Mountain in 
Mkuze, northern KwaZulu Natal lies the family 
owned 4-star Ghost Mountain Inn and Safaris.      

   This intimate and beautiful hotel is the ideal location 
from which to explore the array of wildlife and coastal 
reserves of Zululand and the Elephant Coast.  Nature 
enthusiasts will appreciate the abundance of wildlife 
and scenic splendours during game drives in uMkhuze 
and Hluhluwe game reserves, cultural excursions, 
guided walks and boat cruises in the company of 
knowledgeable rangers of Ghost Mountain Safaris.  
Tiger fishing is arranged on Lake Jozini while birders 
can enjoy one of Southern Africa’s top birding 
destinations with over 450 species
   Last year the hotel launched, 24 new Mountain 
View guestrooms and suites, a new 20m pool area 
and a larger health spa.  These spacious rooms 
offer upgraded amenities, beautiful views and are 
ideal for families with inter-leading rooms and two,   

Ghost Mountain Inn
A perfect setting to 
experience the allure of 
Africa in stylish comfort.

two bedroomed suites with kitchenettes.  The new 20m 
pool offers plenty of space to   cool down from the Zululand 
heat.  The deck and pool bar is the ideal place to spend 
lazy holiday days or to unwind after a morning game drive 
or boat cruise with Ghost Mountain Safaris.
   Alternatively escape and be pampered at the newly 
refurbished Ghost Mountain Spa which offers a relaxation 
area and garden with its own plunge pool and a range 
of skin and body treatments using products made from 
responsibly sourced, African organic ingredients.  A 
new Sundowner package has been added for evening 
treatments.  This package offers relaxed pampering that 
includes bath and steam treatments and a long Terre 
d’Afrique Aroma massage.
   In addition to well-priced Bed and Breakfast rates, the 
Ghost Mountain Inn offers a full-board rate that includes 
breakfast, lunch and dinner and a choice of either a local 
safari or 60-minute spa treatment.  

The December holidays are always a popular time of year 
at the Ghost Mountain Inn and their Festive Season Treat 
package offers a three-night December break with style, 
relaxation,    extra special food, fun, laughter and long 
relaxing spa treatments.  The package includes dinner and 
breakfast as well as a Lake Jozini boat cruise, a scenic 
drive along the Lebombo Mountains and a R400 spa 
voucher.  
    For those travelling to southern Mozambique, or between 
Kruger Park, Swaziland and Durban, Ghost Mountain Inn 
makes an excellent stopover or memorable getaway.     

Ghost Mountain Inn, 
Mkuze, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

T: +27 (0)35-573-1025 
E: gmi@ghostmountaininn.co.za

Website: https://www.ghostmountaininn.co.za/

mailto:?subject=
https://www.ghostmountaininn.co.za/
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An Unforgettable 
Bushlands Experience

Tucked away in a picturesque pocket of Northern 
KZN an unforgettable Bushlands experience awaits. 
The charmingly rustic Gooderson Bushlands Game 

Lodge is situated a leisurely three hours’ drive north of 
Durban and offers guest the opportunity to experience 

an affordable private game lodge.
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Set on 10 000 acres, Gooderson Bushlands 
Game Lodge is home to a variety of animal 
species. Eland, giraffe, impala, zebra, warthog 

and numerous species of bird delight guests on the 
Nyala walking trail, allowing them the opportunity to 
view these magnificent creatures up close. The reserve 
doesn’t have any predators but if you’re looking for a 
Big 5 game experience, the Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Game 
Park and iSimangaliso Wetland Park are both close by.
   Raised wooden walkways link the cosy wooden guest 
cabins with the viewing deck, the restaurant and the 
swimming pool area. The viewing deck overlooks a 
small waterhole which offers picturesque views of the 
open grasslands where plains game graze peacefully 
without fear of large predators. It’s a place of serene 
stillness allowing guests an opportunity to spend a 
few stolen moments of pure relaxation, immersing 
themselves in nature. 
The guests cabins are equipped with tea and coffee 
making facilities, en-suite bathroom, air conditioner, 
hair dryers and some rooms have a mini bar fridge for 
personal use. A self-catering option is also available, 
accommodating up to six people in a two bedroom unit, 
with a sleeper couch in the lounge area. The kitchen 
is fully equipped, and the lounge area leads out to a 
private patio. 
   As the sun sets on another perfect day in Africa, the 
true ambiance of Gooderson Bushlands Game Lodge 
reveals itself. A mesmerizing open fire in the boma area 
near the bar lures guests with its seductive dancing 
flames, creating a space for fellow guests to mingle 
and enjoy each others’ company and a cocktail or two 
before sitting down to a sumptuous feast for dinner. 
The highlight of the evening is when the normally shy 
bushbabies appear;coming down from the trees to 
enjoy their nightly “bushbaby buffet”.
   Gooderson Bushlands Game Lodge is a place where 
you get to experience true, authentic South African 
hospitality, enjoy the peaceful and serene charm of the 
African bush and ot is the perfect base from which to 
explore all the attractions the Zulu Kingdom has to offer.

BUSHLANDS PRIVATE GAME LODGE

FACT TRACKER

GPS Coordinates: 
-28.0789527, 32.2954534
Rates: Seasonal Specials available
What to bring
Walking shoes, Sunscreen, Sun hat, 
Binoculars, Camera, Mosquito repellent, 
reading material.
Contact: 
Tel:+27 (0) 35 562 0144
Email: bgl@goodersons.co.za
Website: https://www.goodersonleisure.
co.za/Bushlands/

mailto:?subject=
https://www.goodersonleisure.co.za/Bushlands/
https://www.goodersonleisure.co.za/Bushlands/
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Two times a National winner of 
the Lilizela Tourism Award for 
the best 3-star, self-catering 

accommodation - exclusive use, 
in South Africa, is testament to the 
service excellence, attention to detail 
and country hospitality you can expect 
from the team at Beverley Country 
Cottages.
   Four spacious, well-appointed self 
catering cottages and two comfortable 
bed-and breakfast rooms, share the 
wide open spaces on this pet friendly, 
working farm in the picturesque Dargle 
Valley of the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands.
   For those who appreciate history; 
value uninterrupted serenity; and 
enjoy the freedom of country living, 
then this is the place to be.
“Our goal is to ensure guests feel 
welcome, comfortable and at home 
here,” agree Kate and Garry Kelly, 
who are happiest when sharing 
their beautiful and peaceful piece of 
paradise with visitors. 
   Nguni cattle, noble horses as well 
as dogs, cats and fowls add to the 
ambience of this place you’d like to call 
home.  From picturesque landscapes 
and prolific birdlife to country cuisine 
and arty crafts, the Midlands has 
activities to suit all persuasions - and 
it’s right here that guests choose to 
lay their heads after an exhilarating 
day of exploration.
• Pet Friendly    
• Pensioners discounts  
• Discounted rates for booking 
             direct
• Scrumptious meals and 
             picnics on offer

Contact Details: 
Dial 082 895 4002 speak to Kate and 

enquire! 
Or Email her on 

info@beverleycountrycottages.co.za 
Or you can just book direct on our 

Website: 
www.beverleycountrycottages.co.za

BEVERLEY COUNTRY COTTAGES

mailto:info@beverleycountrycottages.co.za
http://www.beverleycountrycottages.co.za 
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Field Guide Courses
• FGASA Field Guide Courses
• CATHSSETA national qualifi cation
• Trails Guide Courses
• Tracking / Birding

+27 ( 0) 72 625 4709 
+27 (0) 14 007 0621
info@limpopotraining.co.za
www.limpopotraining.co.za

This Could Be You
Join us on a 4 day trek through untouched 
wilderness areas and immerse yourself in 
the African bush.

Contact: Wildside Walking Safaris
Tel: 0836450410
Email: andrew@wildsidesa.co.za



SEPTEMBER 2019 WILDSIDE  37 SEPTEMBER 2019 WILDSIDE  36 

Considered one of the top 
guiding schools in Southern 
Africa, LFGA has been 

operational since 2003, when founder 
Mark Stavrakis drew on extensive 
industry experience in the training 
and management of safari guides, 
to set up the company.  With Nature 
Immersion as the goal, our courses 
are designed to give learners the 
maximum exposure to all natural 
aspects and guiding skills.
   We offer 9 different start dates for 
courses each year, thus creating 
opportunity for getting going at any 
time of year. We understand that 
everyone is on a different schedule 
and are therefore flexible in this 
regard. With the full, two-month, 
FGASA endorsed, Apprentice Field 
Guide course as the flagship product, 
we have a variety of shorter options 
to suit all budgets and durations. 
Examples of different course options 
are:
• FGASA Endorsed Apprentice 
Trails Guide Course (1 month 
duration) – includes Advanced Rifle 
Handling (ARH) 

• 3 week Mentorship Course 
– Includes guiding and Tracking 
Training.
• 4 week Mentorship Course – 
Includes guiding, Tracking and basic 
Dangerous Game Training.
   Note that the 3 and 4 week options 
cover the FGASA guiding syllabus in 
a quicker, more intensive duration, 
allowing the learner to prepare for 
National Qualification, which they will 
complete remotely via the National 
Sitting of FGASA theory and then 
completing a practical evaluation 
thereafter. This allows for course 
attendance if you are on a smaller 
budget or have time constraints. 
   There are also a number of shorter 
courses on offer, designed to help 
the learner build towards the National 
Qualification, or simply to be used as 
knowledge enhancement tools:

• Correspondence Course
• Birding Courses
• Track and Sign Courses
• Basic Dangerous Game
             Courses
• Knowledge Enhancement
             Courses

If you are a guide with experience 
on the FGASA system, we have 
opportunities for you to prepare for 
the practical evaluations towards:
• FGASA Field Guide 
(previously known as FGASA Level 2 
= NQF 4)
• FGASA Professional Field 
Guide (previously known as FGASA 
Level 3)
   Note that NQF4 is the highest 
level that can be achieved in South 
Africa on the CATHSSETA National 
Qualifications Framework. That 
is equivalent to FGASA Level 
2 and thus, the FGASA Level 3 
qualification is considered to be an 
industry specialisation and used for 
professional purposes only. 
   We understand that this amount 
of information is daunting for the 
beginner and can even be challenging 
for guides already in the system. 
For this reason, we have highly 
experienced booking staff who will 
gladly assist you in understanding 
the FGASA and CATHSSETA (NQ) 
systems, and how they can be applied 
in South Africa and further up Africa.

THE ULTIMATE 
GUIDE TO NATURE 
TRAINING

Nature Guiding is becoming an increasingly popular 
career choice.  With so many nature training companies 
to choose from, how do you know which one is going to 

offer you the best training?
It’s easy. Always choose a FGASA registered training 

provider.
In this feature three of the countries best training 

providers give you insight into what courses they offer 
and what you can expect  when studying towards 

qualifying for a career in nature guiding.

Image by Chantelle Melzer
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Although there is a strong emphasis  on 
the FGASA and CATHSSETA National 
Qualification systems in SA, our courses are 
designed to accommodate learner and current 
Safari Guides from anywhere in the world. 
We have LFGA graduates guiding in several 
African countries, as well as other parts of the 
globe where guiding opportunities exist. These 
include North America, Europe, the UAE and 
Australasia. 
   So, if you would like to pursue a career 
in Nature Guiding or if you simply want 
to enhance your nature knowledge and 
experience – we have an option for you. With 
minimum participant age of 18 years, there is 
no upper age limit and we host learners from 
all adult age groups. School leavers, career 
guides, career changers, gap year students 
and adventure travellers all benefit from our 
programmes. 
   With professionalism as the departure point, 
our courses are conducted according to the 
high standards set by FGASA (The Field 
Guides Association of Southern Africa) and 
are thus run according to strict ethical and 
professional standards at all times. 

What To Expect When You Sign Up For A 
Course

Rustic tented accommodation in Big 5 areas 
make for a special “back to basics” experience. 
Absolute nature immersion is critical to our 
experience and the entire aim of our camp is 
that of minimal impact on the Earth. With fossil 
fuel consumption at the absolute minimum, we 
focus on walking safaris (with mobile safaris 
where necessary) and minimal use of water, 
fuelwood and resources. 
   Three meals per day keep our students well 
fed and we cater for a variety of diets. 
   Programmes are very busy and our students 
are exposed to teaching and experience 
throughout the day. Game drives, guided 
walks, lectures, study sessions, bush-craft and 
so much more can be experienced. Although 
the focus is on Nature Guide (Safari Guide) 
training – there are ad hoc opportunities to be 
involved with conservation work and

various other industry related 
activities. 
Ultimately, our students gain a 
wealth of experience in the African 
Bush, which can be used for career 
purposes or simply to soothe the soul.

Formal Qualifications And Future 
Career Prospects 

Certificates Achievable on our 
courses:
• FGASA Field Guide 
Qualifications – applicable in several 
African countries
• FGASA Trails Guide 
Qualifications – applicable in several 
African countries
• CATHSSETA National 
Qualification (from NQF 2 – NQF 4) – 
applicable in South Africa
• AFGA (African Field Guides 
Association) Qualifications – 
applicable throughout Africa
• CyberTracker Track and Sign 
Qualifications – applicable for guides 
and trackers worldwide
   These qualifications are useable for 
the graduate in the following careers:
• Nature Guide / Field Guide / 
Safari Guide / Tourist Guide
• Tracker
• Wildlife Management
• Safari Lodge Management
• Several other Eco-Tourism 
related careers across the globe
   Whatever you aspire to achieve in 
the natural world, we have a course 
option for you – and our friendly and 
experienced staff are very excited 
to host you on our courses. Make 
the right choice – professionalism 
and experience are hallmarks of our 
brand. 
   With career support and internship 
opportunities, we cannot wait to 
welcome you to the Limpopo Family!

   “Once a Limpopo Guide, Always 
a Limpopo Guide!”

Contact Details:
Tel: +27(0)72 625 4709

+27(0)14 007 0621
Email: info@limpopotraining.co.za

www.limpopotraining.co.za

Leopard Image Credit: 
Yolande Janse van Rensburg

mailto:info@limpopotraining.co.za
http://www.limpopotraining.co.za
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EFFECTIVE LEARNING IN A 
CLASSROOM WITH NO WALLS
EcoTraining trains safari guides and aspiring nature enthusiasts in the natural 
environment, a classroom with no walls! Similarly, with students, we break down 
the walls that confine their thinking and allow their minds to become freed!
By – EcoTraining Guides and Guardians

In order for effective learning to take place a few variables need to be considered. These variables include: a stimulating 
environment, positive cognitive ability and physical and mental well-being. Many influences impact on these variables and 
often result in unbalanced learning outcomes. Many learners seek out that perfect recipe that supports effective learning and a 
positive clear mind-set. Firm in my conviction, nature is the answer. EcoTraining, a safari guide and wildlife training organisation 
conducts all its lectures in nature and the significant positive effects it hones on is incredible! But, before we can share the many 
benefits of learning in nature, we must understand how the current learning environment has shifted over the last two decades!

Being a learner in today’s world is no easy task. Fair enough, we don’t have to spend hours in the library gathering information 
from books or write by hand as much as we did 20 years ago, but today we face different challenges. Today there is simply no 
off switch! With the evolution of technology, learners are consuming incredible amounts of information simultaneously, both 
offline and online! With so much information available at our fingertips, our minds get bombarded with unfiltered information 
24/7. This results in higher stress levels and lower retention of information. In turn, these psychological strains manifest itself 
physically and mentally through depression, anxiety, poor health, headaches and the list goes on. It is important to step back 
and revert back to basics and simplicity. Again, the answer is found in nature!

As human beings we are innately drawn towards nature, 
yearning to reconnect with nature.  This is because natural 
environments present many health, mental and emotional 
benefits. If you have been fortunate to find yourself in 
nature at some point in your life, you will stand testament 
to its stimulating and calming effects. Numerous studies 
have confirmed that learning taking place in nature results 
in students retaining more information, yields positive 
effects on stress levels and improves longer attention 
spans. 

EcoTraining trains safari guides and aspiring nature 
enthusiasts in the natural environment, a classroom with 
no walls! Similarly, with students, we break down the walls 
that confine their thinking and allow their minds to become 
freed! 

Our students who arrive at our remote wilderness camps 
come from all walks of life, are of different ages and all 
come for one thing! To reconnect with nature and to 
reconnect with themselves. 

“Learning that takes place in the natural  
  environment captivates all the senses 
  and over time rejuvenates the body and 
  mind.” 
For instance, our night sight is so numbed because of all 
the city lights and artificial lighting that we are unable to 
see clearly at night. After about 3 days in nature, your night 
vision becomes so heightened that you are even able to 
spot the night jar perched on the ground in the distance. 
The more we are able engage with our natural senses, the 
better our capacity will be to absorb information. But first, 
students need to reboot to basics! 

Our camps have no electricity and very limited signal. 
Limited power is generated from solar and a generator. 
This is intentional. Our camps are fully immerged in nature 
and as such, need to leave a very light footprint behind. 

Disconnecting students from constant access to technology 
and modern world stresses is a very important part of the 
process of reconnecting students with nature. 

Learning in nature allows learners time to become curious 
and to dabble into their imaginations. In nature there is no 
internet to google the answers so learners are left to think 
and creatively come up with solutions on their own.

At EcoTraining, we aim to provide a rich, knowledgeable and 
practical learning experience for students to reach their full 
potential. By sharing nature’s processes, its ecosystems 
and the importance of wilderness, we seek to 
equip people with the skills necessary to 
effect positive change in the world. 

Tel: +27 (0)13 752 2532                
enquiries@ecotraining.co.za     
www.ecotraining.co.za

potential. By sharing nature’s processes, its ecosystems 
and the importance of wilderness, we seek to 

Tel: +27 (0)13 752 2532                
enquiries@ecotraining.co.za     
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Bhejane Nature Training
Find purpose, confidence and adventure with 

a Career as a Professional Nature Guide
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The world is changing and so 
are our ideas of how to prepare 
for a career! University training 

has become irrelevant and outdated 
in many fields - especially one as 
dynamic as Wildlife Tourism. This is 
great news for many young people 
that are passionate and ready to take 
on the world, but dread having to 
spend hours in yet another classroom 
before getting out into the working 
world. 
   “Like many young adults that 
loves an outdoor lifestyle, I was so 
overwhelmed when thinking of how 
to find a professional job that allows 
me to be out in nature every day, 
without having to spend years sitting 
in a university classrooms or being 
prepared to volunteer or work for free!
   I have always known that I belong 
outdoors but finding a good -career 
– one that allows me to help care 
for wildlife, snorkel along coral reefs, 
drive through the African bush in an 
open landrover or walk in the tracks 
of Africa’s Big Game seemed like an 
impossible dream! One reserved just 
for a lucky few!”

unsure about his future options and 
not fitting the usual mould of those 
set to work in traditional careers. Not 
speaking English as a first language 
really knocked his confidence and 
he had doubts about his ability to 
finish a comprehensive education 
programme. What he DID know, is that 
he loved doing things with purpose, 
he loved exploring nature and sharing 
that experience with others gave him 
joy and energy! 
After starting the programme and 
being with like-minded individuals his 
confidence started growing, learning 
to talk to people happened naturally 
and he found his niche! His passion 
for trees – to the awe of many since it 
is one of the admittedly more difficult 
fields for guides!  Today Pierre is a 
senior guide at a prestigious and 
award-winning game lodge – and the 
good news is that Pierre is not the 
exception, rather his is the story of 
many as 90% of students that attend 
a full-time career course at Bhejane 
Nature Training.  
Our courses ARE different.
• You do not work towards one 
degree or one diploma – you get

   This is the lifestory of most of 
Bhejane’s students prior to attending 
one of our lifechanging career courses 
to become a Professional Nature 
Guide! Despite tourism in Southern 
Africa still being one of the fastest 
growing industries, most people are 
still unaware of the many exciting 
career opportunities this industry 
offers to outdoor loving young adults, 
eager not only to play their part as the 
next guardians of our natural wildlife 
heritage but also determined not 
to spend their lives working boring 
meaningless jobs that have no bigger 
purpose!
   Click here to have a glimpse of what 
being Trails Guide is all about
https://youtu.be/n8EUChlmsiw
or a Marine Guide
https://youtu.be/EBmMMpO4FVU
Even when learning of all the 
opportunities, many people still feel 
uncertain and have many questions.  
Is it really a proper career? Will I earn 
enough money to have a decent life, 
I am not the most confident person – 
will I be able to do this? Courses can 
be expensive will the return on my 
investment be worthwhile? 
Consider the story of Pierre. Pierre 
arrived at Bhejane frustrated with life 
after struggling through school, 

qualified across a wide range of fields 
and get certified with a range of skills 
and knowledge certificates, licences 
and permits as required for such a 
dynamic industry! 
• Your ability to pass a test will 
NOT be the deciding factor for your 
success. Many people suffering from 
Dyslexia, Aspergers, and a range 
of associated learning differences 
reach phenomenal success on our 
programmes. Success comes from 
your passion, commitment and 
learning with like-minded people. 
Change your life, change our world, 
and join us to become a part of the 
Zululand Conservation Legacy!
Contact us here for more information 
on the difference career options, 
training programmes for professional 
guides and payment plans. (Payment 
plans are limited to South African 
Citizens only).

Contact Details
Tel: 035 5620353 

Email:
info@bhejanenaturetraining.com

Website: https://www.
bhejanenaturetraining.com/

Professional Safari Guide Training Programmes - Nature, Marine, Trails
Beach and Bush Conservation Experience Programmes

Follow us into Bhejane Territory . . .
We lead the way . . . Awareness through Wilderness

Hluhluwe, KwaZulu Natal I 035 562 0353
www.bhejanenaturetraining.com
info@bhejanenaturetraining.com

@Bhejanenadvanced
@bhejaneafrikaans

Wildside is about quality 
content, enthralling stories, and 
beautiful photography on travel, 
adventure, and conservation.

SUBSCRIBE NOW 
TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE 
DIGITAL  SUBSCRIPTION

www.wildsidesa.co.za/subscribe/

https://youtu.be/n8EUChlmsiw 
https://youtu.be/EBmMMpO4FVU 
mailto:?subject=
https://www.bhejanenaturetraining.com/
https://www.bhejanenaturetraining.com/
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The Influence and 
Role of Photography in 
Wildlife Conservation

Insight provided by Canon Ambassadors, 
TV presenters and award-winning wildlife 
photographers Jonathan and Angela Scott

Based in Kenya, Jonathan and Angela Scott 
use their passion and talent for photography to 
aid wildlife conservation and raise awareness 
of animals facing extinction. From encouraging 
discussion to highlighting habitat loss, climate 
crisis and human population growth, they firmly 
believe photography plays an essential role in 
creating change and driving awareness. They 
are the only couple to have won the Overall 
Award in the prestigious Wildlife Photographer 
of the Year Competition as individuals

Elephants drinking
Luangwa River, South Luangwa National 
Park, Zambia.
Canon EF500mm f/4 lens
Photo credit: Jonathan & Angela Scott, 
Canon Ambassadors and Award-Winning 
Wildlife photographers
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Human Poaching Threatens the Existence of 
Iconic Wild Animals

Over the years, we have photographed most species 
of wild animals listed in the ICUN’s Red Data Book 
of Endangered Species such as Rhinos, Elephants, 

Giraffes, Mountain Gorillas, Cheetahs, Leopards and 
Lions. The Red List is the world’s most comprehensive 
inventory of the global conservation status of biological 
species. It uses a set of criteria to evaluate the extinction 
risk of thousands of species and subspecies.
   Humanity is quite literally sweeping the last wild places 
and their inhabitants off the planet. The long-term survival 
of polar bears, tigers, gorillas and elephants’ is threatened 
due to loss of habitat, the bushmeat trade, human/wildlife 
conflict, and the illegal horn and bone trade.
    In particular, Africa’s elephant population has dramatically 
declined from 1.2 million in the 1970s to around 400,000 
today. If we can preserve habitat, the living space required 
by wild animals to thrive, then all the species that live there 
have a chance of surviving. Without a home, there is no 
hope.
   There is a need for photographs that speak to people 
on the wonder and beauty of the natural world – such as 
Angie’s serene image of a family of elephants drinking, 
which won the Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
competition in 2002.

Insatiable Demand for Factual Learning 
 
The environment is hitting the headlines hard - as witnessed 
by Netflix’s new series, Our Planet narrated by Sir David 
Attenborough. It’s predicted to reach 1 billion people 
worldwide, and in the age of social media, programs like 
this provide a huge opportunity for environmentalists to 
spread their message. It is no longer so easy for industry or 
governments to put their fingers in their ears. Photography 
is helping to generate and propagate a flood of information 
about the state of our planet into the world’s living room.
   With primetime television shows such as Blue Planet II, 
Big Cat Tales and Our Planet attracting huge audiences 
around the world, there is clearly an insatiable demand 
for factual learning relating to the health of the animal 
kingdom and the world we live.
   Young people are demanding change, we are seeing 
school student strikes as a form of protest. Blogs and 
podcasts by young people now have audiences of 
hundreds of thousands, if not millions. As Dr Jane Goodall 
said “We haven’t inherited this planet from our parents, 
we’ve borrowed it from our children. We have not borrowed 
our children’s future -- we have stolen it and we’re still 
stealing it now, and it’s time we got together, whatever 
our religion, whatever our culture and start changing our 
attitude -- so that we leave a better world for our children, 
whom we love.”
   A keen interest in wild places and wildlife can be found 
across the generations. There is a campaign running in 
the UK to offer kids a GCSE in Natural History, making it 
part of every school’s curriculum, something we strongly 
advocate. A degree in Natural History and Media is also 
soon to be available at the University of South Wales.

Engage the Next Generation

We want young people to engage with wildlife and nature 
through the power of photography and learn about the 
issues and challenges the natural world faces daily. We 
are contributing authors and illustrators to an award-
winning children’s education series of books titled Collins 
Big Cats. To date, we have published 36 books for adults 
and children.
   Today, some children barely leave their bedroom, 
playing computer games, anxious about where they can 
plug in their devices to stay connected. Children need to 
experience the animals and organisms all around them. It 
does not have to be big cats in Africa - nature is universal 
it is everywhere. For instance, every child should

experience the wonder of looking down a microscope at 
a drop of pond water to glimpse a hidden world filled with 
life. 
   Children should be encouraged to carry a sketchbook 
and a pocket camera, to record the world in all its glory 
and detail. The sketchbook will enable children to log their 
thoughts and illustrate them with the photographs they 
capture. We need children walking in the woods, roaming 
the fields and riverbanks, camping under the moonlight, 
their senses fully engaged at the wonder of the universe. 
The extraordinary gift of being alive is staring you in the 
face - you just have to stop, look and listen.
This intimate image captures the bond of a female cheetah 
and her only surviving cub. Cheetahs give birth to large 
litters of up to six cubs, but often lose cubs to larger and

stronger competitors such as lions and hyenas. We want 
to remind people of how vulnerable cheetah cubs are, and 
of the tragedy of the illegal trade in cubs smuggled out of 
East Africa to the Middle East where they are prized as 
exotic pets with a price tag of US$ 10,000 per cub. Up to 
70% of cubs do not survive the trauma of the journey out 
of Africa.

Above: Honey the cheetah with her sole surviving cub 
Toto. Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya.

Canon EOS 1D Mark II, EF 500mm lens, ISO400, 1/400 
sec @f/6.3

Photo credit: Jonathan & Angela Scott, Canon 
Ambassadors and Award-Winning Wildlife photographers
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Leaders in the Field of 
Wildlife Photography

Canon is a world leader in the field of 
wildlife photography and its lenses are 
second to none. The company has a 
long list of technical achievements 
and innovation, such as producing 
the then superfast FD 300mm F/2-
8 telephoto with a Fluorite element. 
At the time, this lens became the 
benchmark for wildlife and sports 
photographers who shoot in low-light 
conditions and capture high-speed 
action sequences. 
   In this image, huge congregations of 
lesser and greater flamingos gather at 
soda lakes in Africa’s Great Rift Valley 
to breed and feed on the blue-green 
algae that is their primary food. Up to 
2 million flamingos move from lake 
to lake in response to the seasonal 
bloom of algae. The harsh inhospitable 
conditions around the soda lakes 
favour successful breeding, with Lake 
Natron in Tanzania a primary breeding 
site. These spectacular congregations 
of brightly coloured flamingos have 
earned them the accolade of the 
greatest bird spectacle in the world. 
   Angie and I have been shooting with 
Canon equipment for four decades 
and being part of its prestigious Canon 
ambassador program has ensured we 
have been able to stay up to date with 
the latest developments in camera 
and lens technology. 
   We have also been able to 
leverage our conservation message 
by speaking at numerous events 
arranged by Canon at venues across 
Europe, South Africa, Australia and 
Sri Lanka. Canon produces strong, 
reliable, weather resistant equipment 
that gives us the freedom to work in 
rugged and unforgiving environments 
and still come back with quality 
images when it matters.

Becoming a Wildlife 
Photographer

We have been extremely fortunate 
to spend many years photographing 
the behaviour of wild animals and 
mammals in some of the world’s most 
beautiful, hostile and extraordinary 
wildlands. From the great plains of 
Africa to the extremes of the Antarctic, 
hosting photographic workshops 

to capturing detailed images of 
the world’s most endangered and 
protected species. 
   Photography plays an essential role 
in wildlife conservation, as it acts as 
a protector to our most endangered 
and treasured animals and mammals, 
by informing the world of the dangers 
they face through direct human impact 
or environmental damage. The power 
of photography and the visual image 
can inspire a generation or ignite a 
movement, initiating positive change 
that helps protects wildlife and natural 
habitats for years and years to come.
It is important to have something to 
say, to create your own identity and 
projects - and to never give up on 
your mission. You need to be totally 
committed and passionate about 
photography and conservation. 
Without passion and commitment, 
dedication and self-sacrifice, all the 
fancy equipment in the world will 
not enable you to get the job done, 
you must have both. This image 
of Angela’s first meeting with a 
humpback whale and her two-week-
old calf in the crystal-clear waters of 
Tonga was taken by our great friend 
and student of photography, Griet van 
Malderen, on a Canon EOS-1D X 
Mark II. It evokes the wonder of the 
natural world and the blue planet’s 
otherworldly inhabitants - a glimpse of 
Eden and our place in it, dwarfed by 
the size and presence of these great 
leviathans.
  If one has the chance to study 
photography at college, university or 
night school, that is an ideal starting 
point - but it is not essential. Many 
people become photographers by 
sheer perseverance - neither Angie 
nor I studied photography. Try to find 
ways of creating something different. 
Study the work of photographers of 
all genres, and then adapt the best 
technique and vision to your own way 
of working. Rather than simply trying 
to copy the work of artists you admire, 
be inspired to come up with your own 
view of the world and its remarkable 
inhabitants. 

Guaranteeing Pristine Image 
Quality

We have been photographing wild 
animals and birds with Canon’s 
reliable and robust equipment for over

40 years and it’s their build, versatility 
and image quality that has maintained 
their excellence throughout. 
   In addition to using the FD 300mm 
F/2-8 telephoto lens, we rely on 
several of Canon’s camera features 
to help capture photographs of 
wild animals. The full frame sensor 
delivers maximum image quality with 
minimum noise, while a high-speed 
processor increases the number 
of photographs we can take in the 
moment, this is highly beneficial for 
intense scenes when predators are 
roaming the wilderness, hunting their 
prey.
   The sound of the shutter firing can 
also be an issue with timid or shy 
creatures - so being able to select 
“quiet mode” for the shutter-release is 
very important. But as we always say 
- it is the glass, (the lens) that is the 
most important item to invest in. Your 
lenses are the eyes of your camera. 
Don’t short change yourself when 
purchasing them.

The image of an adult emperor 
penguin with its chick speaks to us 
of the challenges these extraordinary 
birds face, due to the climate crisis. 
Antarctica’s second-largest breeding 
colony of emperor penguins, located 
in the Weddell Sea, has experienced 
“catastrophic breeding failure” for 
the past three years, with nearly all 
its chicks failing to survive due to 
the breakup of sea ice, according to 
a new study published in the journal 
Antarctic Science.

Limiting Your Environmental 
Impact

Understanding the animal is vital to 
obtaining memorable images and 
reducing one’s physical impact on 
the environment. The more we learn 
about an animal’s behaviour, the 
more aware people will become of 
things likely to disturb them, such as 
when they are accompanied by young 
or when hunting.

Above: Lesser Flamingos; Lake Bogoria, Kenya
Canon T90, FD 500mm f/4.5 
Photo credit: Jonathan & Angela Scott, Canon Ambassadors and 
Award-Winning Wildlife photographers

Mother humpback whale & calf & Angela Scott
Tonga Archipelago, South Pacific. 
Canon EOS 1DX Mark 11, Canon EF 11-24mm f/4L II USM lens, ISO320, 
1/250 sec @f/8
Photo credit: Griet van Malderen

Emperor penguin with chick; Snow Hill Island, Weddell 
Sea, Antarctic Peninsula. Canon EOS 1Ds, Canon EF 
24-105mm f/4L II USM lens, ISO320, 1/160 sec @f/20

Photo credit: Jonathan & Angela Scott, Canon 
Ambassadors and Award-Winning Wildlife 

photographers
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Choosing the Right Entry-Level Camera
 

People often get caught up in the ‘equipment’ dilemma. Our advice to anyone who wants to 
develop and improve their photography talent is to start small, as you can always upsize later. 
Master the basics before investing in expensive professional equipment. To become a true 
photographer, you always need a camera with you, so you can constantly respond to the visual 
opportunities that are all around, ‘Look, recognise the moment, capture’.
   In this image, Topi antelope and impalas peer out of the mist at sunrise as a flock of sacred ibis 
fly overhead. The rainy season in the Mara creates stunning sunrises and sunsets and Musiara 
Marsh is the dry season heart of Marsh Pride territory, the lions that we have been following 
since 1977. It is a year-round hot spot for elephants, buffalo, waterbuck and hundreds of species 
of birds. The Maasai Mara is a photographer’s paradise. Early morning and late afternoon are 
the best time for photography with soft light and rich warm colours - and the best time to look 
for big cats. This image captures the essence of why an African safari is considered the ultimate 
adventure. 
   We have always admired Canon’s formidable PowerShot range of compact cameras, due to 
their reliability, portability and consistent image quality. Anyone planning a safari holiday should 
consider Canon’s PowerShot SX70 HS for its powerful 65x optical zoom, enabling users to 
experience the majestic wildlife from a safe distance, whilst capturing that elusive wild animal 
picture in rich detail.
   However, when you are ready to step-up, a versatile multi-purpose zoom lens for those with a 
passion for wildlife and travel photography is the Canon EF 100-400m f/4.5-5.6L IS II USM. The 
lens focuses down to just one metre, in effect giving an incredible close-up ability. Add to this, 
the EF 24-105mm f/4L IS II USM wide angle zoom for the perfect lightweight travel combination. 
Combine it with an EOS 5D MK IV or Canon’s latest full-frame mirrorless camera, the EOS RP 
and you are ready to go.

For more information on Jonathan and Angela Scott, 
please visit: https://www.bigcatpeople.com/

Being able to predict what your subject is going to do next is an essential part of the photography 
experience. Reducing our environmental footprint increases the chance of capturing the 
photographs that were intended.
   We have customised vehicles that act as mobile hides when working in Africa. Our vehicles are 
designed to minimise our physical impact on the animals we are studying and photographing. 
These cars help to mask our presence, allowing us to get closer to the wild animals than we 
possibly could do on foot. Using one of Canon’s long telephoto lenses also minimises the need 
to get too close to our subjects while still allowing us an intimate window into their lives.
  We were the first people to initiate a Driver/Guides Training Program in the Maasai Mara 
National Reserve in Kenya where we are based for much of the year. The aim was to improve 
the quality of game viewing experience for guests and the accuracy of information about the 
animals and birds and plants that guides provide their clients. Our books, Jonathan and Angela 
Scott’s Safari Guide to East African Animals and a companion volume on East African Birds are 
the most popular learning material with official guides in Kenya.
  Wildlife tourism is at the heart of Kenya’s conservation model - the revenue from tourism 
helps to pay the costs of protecting wildlife. Through sustained educational programs, charitable 
endeavours and with a duty of care, we must all play our part in protecting endangered wildlife 
for generations to come and photography will continue to have a pivotal role to play.

Sunrise over Musiara Marsh
Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya. 

Canon EF 70-200mm f/2.8
Photo credit: Jonathan & Angela Scott, Canon 

Ambassadors and Award-Winning Wildlife 
photographers

Young female tiger wading across a shallow lake while attempting to hunt spotted 
deer, Bandhavgarh National Park, India.
Canon EOS 1Ds, Canon EF 800mm f/5.6L IS USM lens ISO640 1/200 sec @f/5.6.
Photo credit: Jonathan & Angela Scott, Canon Ambassadors and Award-Winning 
Wildlife photographers

https://www.bigcatpeople.com/
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GET INVOLVED IN OUR CHEETAH 
BREEDING, WILDING AND RELEASE 
PROGRAMME

Ashia Cheetah Sanctuary and Awareness 
Centre offers the opportunity to participate in 
a ground-breaking conservation programme

Ashia, a world-class and Fair 
Trade Tourism accredited 
cheetah sanctuary outside 

Paarl in South Africa’s Western 
Cape, is now offering volunteers on 
their education-based volunteering 
programme the opportunity to live 
their conservation dream and get 
involved in the wilding and release 
of cheetahs into the protected wild of 
South African private game reserves.  
   Ashia’s Breeding, Wilding and 
Release Project, financed and 
managed by Ashia and Kuzuko Lodge, 
went into operation in September 
2018 with the release of a captive 
born female cheetah on Kuzuko, 
a 15,000ha private game reserve 
in the Eastern Cape. Since then, 
more captive-born cats have been 
translocated to Kuzuko to undergo 
their wilding and fitness programme 
in specially designed wilding sections 
prior to their final release on other 
reserves. Two litters of cubs have 
already been born into the protected 
wild on the reserve from previously 
hand-raised females. Once grown up, 
having been raised by their mothers, 
they will also be released on other 
reserves. 
   “Our conservation efforts primarily 
focus on the wilding and introduction 
of captive-bred cheetahs into 
the protected wild. The ultimate 
purpose is to strengthen the gene 
pool and to secure a viable cheetah 
metapopulation in South Africa, in 
order to prevent the further decline of 
cheetah numbers in the wild,” states 
Chantal Rischard, founder and co-
owner of Ashia. Several cheetahs are 
earmarked each year for wilding and 
release onto private game reserves in 
South Africa. 
   Ashia now offers the opportunity 
to get involved in its cheetah 
conservation efforts.  Volunteers will 
first work alongside sanctuary staff in 
Paarl to get the necessary experience 
and training for their volunteering time 
in the field of South African game 
reserves. Depending on the stage of 
the yearly release efforts, they will 
either assist in accompanying the 
cheetahs to the reserve, help with 
their settling in boma period, or later, 
monitor and record their movements, 
behaviour as well as hunting and 
breeding successes. Additionally, 
they will support the game reserve’s 

predator team with boma, fence and 
general reserve maintenance or bush 
clearing. During educational sessions 
at Paarl and the reserve, volunteers 
will gain a deeper insight into Cheetah 
Conservation and other wildlife.
   Interested volunteers should be 
available for a minimum 3 to 4-week 
period, which will include at least a 
week in a game reserve. As such 
volunteering could require a lot of 
driving; interested parties should 
therefore ideally hold an international 
driver’s license. 
   For those with less time available, 
Ashia offers additional flexible 
volunteering programmes at the 
sanctuary in Paarl (near Cape 
Town), ranging in time from 2 weeks 
to several months. Furthermore, 
opportunities for internships are also 
available. Ashia’s luxurious Volunteer 
House can accommodate up to 12 
volunteers and offers sweeping views 
over the cheetah camps, orchards and 
the dramatic Drakenstein mountains. 

Two spacious, modern cottages next 
to the Volunteer House offer more 
privacy for those wishing to spend 
a Working Holiday at the sanctuary. 
This allows the flexibility to choose if,  
and when, guests want to participate 
in the usual daily volunteer duties and 
social activities. 
   A favourite quote for the Volunteer 
team is a Chinese proverb that states: 
“Tell me and I’ll forget; Show me and 
I may remember; Involve me and I’ll 
understand”, forming the foundation 
of the volunteering programme and 
the legacy they hope to leave for 
future generations.
   2019 Prices start at ZAR 19 250 for 
the 3 week release programme and 
includes accommodation, 2 meals 
daily, all training material, Wifi, laundry 
services and 2 Ashia t-shirts. 

   Please contact volunteers@
ashia.co.za for detailed 

information
Website: https://www.ashia.co.za/

volunteer-programmes-2/

mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
https://www.ashia.co.za/volunteer-programmes-2/ 
https://www.ashia.co.za/volunteer-programmes-2/ 
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On Trail In The Wilderness With 
Vietnamese Rhino Ambassadors

“I’ve left but my heart is still there.” 

Written By Mark Mattson
“Here all happens according to nature, which is a space 

for us to connect,” says Phan Le Minh An, one of fourteen 
teenagers from Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City who recently 

walked the wilderness in KwaZulu-Natal’s Hluhluwe-iMfolozi 
Park.

Brought to South Africa by Wilderness Foundation 
Africa(WFA)(http://www.wildernessfoundation.co.za/), 
the students were winners of a competition held to 

select Wild Rhino Youth Ambassadors for a youth awareness 
programme that aims to reduce the demand for rhino horn 
in Vietnam. (http://www.wildernessfoundation.co.za/projects/
wild-rhino-demand-reduction-campaign).
   Initiated in 2014, the Wild Rhino Demand Reduction 
Campaign is run by WFA in partnership with Peace Parks 
Foundation, the Olsen Animal Trust and Vietnam’s SOUL 
Music & Performing Arts Academy. It complements the WFA’s 
support for anti-poaching and law enforcement, but also works 
with youth and civil society in Vietnam to explain the plight of 
rhinos to an Asian audience. Using competitions, awareness-
raising events and social media, the campaign has reached 
over a million people. Part of these efforts are the trails for 
Rhino Youth Ambassadors in HiP, run in conjunction with WFA 
by its sister organisation, the Wilderness Leadership School 
(https://www.wildernesstrails.org.za/), founded by Ian Player 
and Magqubu Ntombela in 1957.

A poignant consequence of the 
poaching crisis is the orphaning of rhino 
calves. As part of the wilderness trail, 
students visit a rhino orphanage where 
tender moments of touch and empathy 
make vivid the realities of the trade in 
rhino horn
Picture credit: Kevin Sawyer, 
Wilderness Foundation Africa 

Above: On trail, the students encounter rhinos on foot, 
experiencing their magnificent, yet imperilled presence 
Picture credit: Kevin Sawyer, Wilderness Foundation Africa

WILDSIDE
Walking Safari’s

A True African Safari Experience

Join us in Zululand where 
our walking safari’s bring 
you closer to nature than 

ever before.

Contact: 083 645 0410 or 076 182 3483
Email: andrew@wildsidesa.co.za

https://wildsidesa.co.za/wilderness-trail-experience/

http://www.wildernessfoundation.co.za/
http://www.wildernessfoundation.co.za/projects/wild-rhino-demand-reduction-campaign
http://www.wildernessfoundation.co.za/projects/wild-rhino-demand-reduction-campaign
https://www.wildernesstrails.org.za
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The trails initiate urban teenagers with 
little experience of nature, or the outdoors, 
into an intimate experience of African 
savanna, and the opportunity of “…
sinking into a place that is wilder…so very 
different from what we expected…it is not 
The Lion King.” (Lee Ming Ching).
   Hikers enter HiP’s Big 5 wilderness 
area on foot, carrying all they need in 
backpacks, sleeping on the ground under 
the stars, cooking over open fires, keeping 
night watch and observing wildlife. 
Reflection and journaling are encouraged, 
the week unfolds at walking pace, and 
no tech is allowed, not even watches! 
Elephant, buffalo, lion and rhino may 
be encountered on foot. For many, the 
week-long immersion in a landscape wild 
beyond any prior experience is a turning 
point, offering a deeply-felt awakening of 
care-and-connection, and confirming a 
transformative alchemy observed since 
the Wilderness Leadership School’s first 
offerings over half-a-century ago. One 
student, Lieu Ngoc Bao Thanh observed: 
“It was impossible to imagine being in the 
wild. I thought there would be fences. I 
want everyone to experience this because 
it makes you care naturally…you can’t 
force people.” Poignantly, trailists also 
confront the gravity of their country’s 
demand for rhino horn, and the sorrow of 
bearing witness to an animal imperilled. 
   The students also visit a rhino orphanage, 
and after the trail are assisted through a 
debriefing session, and attend a workshop 
on rhino poaching and wildlife crime. The 
brutality of rhino poaching, and difficulty 
of convicting poaching syndicates are 
made clear, and the Rhino Ambassadors 
grasp the need to address the crisis at its 
source, and the importance of their role. 
Finally, the students are helped to design 
strategies to raise awareness once home, 
where they receive ongoing support from 
the WFA’s Vietnam office, which works 
closely with their teachers and other 
mentors. Prepared and supported, Youth 
Ambassadors feel able to return to their 
schools as peer educators, role models 
and faces of the Wild Rhino Demand 
Reduction Campaign. In working to 
introduce new narratives about the use 
of rhino horn, many students speak of the 
importance of seeing rhino in the wild – 
“It is easy to forget an animal you’ve seen 
on the Internet. But in the wild, in solitude, 
you feel this connection. The memory of 
seeing animals in the wild will keep us 
going.” (Juliet Bao Ngoc Doling).

Perhaps equally important is the campaign’s respectful tone, 
and its noting that few Vietnamese people use rhino horn. Rhino 
Ambassadors are supported through feelings of discomfort in 
the face of their emerging awareness, and advised to avoid 
confrontation, and to move beyond stereotypes in search of 
new solutions. In the age of Greta Thunberg, the campaign 
is strategically age-targeted, and some Rhino Ambassadors, 
such as Haryoung Cho, have spoken at TEDx events and 
attracted significant media attention. 
   While the demand for horn in Vietnam remains, the task 
of protecting southern Africa’s rhinos appears, at times, 
insurmountable. With the odds stacked against the rhino’s 
defenders, the need to work in Vietnam is clear, as is the 
passion of the Rhino Ambassadors –“I am proud to be a Rhino 
Ambassador. I have responsibility, and I’m helping to protect 
rhinos in the wilderness.” (Nguyen Viet Truong An). While it is 
difficult to fully quantify the impacts    Ambassadors will have, 
the imperative to support them is clear and pressing.
Finally, it is evident that the experience in HiP’s wilderness 
area remains vivid and heartfelt. Trailists never forget the week 
in which “…we breathed the same air and drank the same 
water as the rhinos.” (Pham Chau Giang); or the moments of 
solitude and communion in which students like Lee Ming Ching 
“…finally understood the depth of people’s desire to protect.” 
It is hopeful to know that such students return to Vietnam as 
advocates of the wilderness, and defenders of the rhinos that 
still inhabit it, ready to tell others, as Lieu Ngoc Bao Thanh will, 
that “I felt at home in the wild. In the end you are left with the 
connection. It changes you in a way you can’t describe. You 
have to experience it.” 
–––––
“I’ve left but my heart is still there. The love of the wilderness is 
now a part of me; it’s part of who I am now. I’ll take that back to 
Vietnam.” –––Phan Le Minh An 

Wilderness trails invite precious moments of stillness and solitude. Far from 
their busy lives, and freed from their tech, students spoke of feelings of 
connection and communion that they would carry with them back to Vietnam
Picture credit: Kevin Sawyer, Wilderness Foundation Africa

After the trail, students are supported through a two-day 
workshop to plan the Rhino Ambassador activities they 
will undertake at their schools and in their communities in 
Vietnam
Picture credit: Kevin Sawyer, Wilderness Foundation Africa

The Wild Rhino Demand Reduction Campaign is run by Wilderness Foundation 
Africa in partnership with  Peace Parks Foundation, the Olsen Animal Trust 
and Vietnam’s SOUL Music & Performing Arts Academy, and offers young 
Vietnamese anti-poaching activists an experience of an African wilderness that is 
still home to rhinos
Picture credit: Kevin Sawyer, Wilderness Foundation Africa

The post-trail workshop introduces students to experts in 
the fields of wildlife crime, rhino poaching and veterinary 
care of injured rhinos, preparing them to become credible 
faces of the Demand Reduction Campaign on their return 
home
Picture credit: Kevin Sawyer, Wilderness Foundation Africa
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RHINO TEARS WINE RAISES R2 MILLION 
TO COMBAT POACHING

The poaching of rhinos in South African national 
parks continues to be a cause of concern. However, 
despite the alarmingly high number of animals killed 

each year, the statistics show that these may finally be 
decreasing. The reduced numbers of incidents are as a 
result of the introduction of hard-hitting measures that 
have been put in place, thanks to organisations like the 
SANParks Honorary Rangers, and the enterprises that 
fund them, such as Rhino Tears wine. 
   John Hooper, Founder of Rhino Tears and Managing 
Director of Mt Vernon, believes that the contribution of 
private organisations is essential in the fight against 
poaching, and encourages more businesses to lend a 
helping hand. 
   “I launched Rhino Tears wine in 2014 out of a desire to 
contribute to the preservation of a creature that is close 
to my heart. R15 from every bottle sold is donated to the 
SANParks Honorary Rangers. This money, and the money 
collected from numerous other generous donors, has 
helped them fund and operate some of the most successful 
anti-poaching efforts in the country to date,” he says.
   Through the sales of their red blend and sauvignon 
blanc, Rhino Tears has raised an astonishing R2 million 
in support of the SANParks Honorary Rangers. However, 
successful anti-poaching interventions do not come cheap, 
and continued funding is essential to help them keep up 
their good work.

The SANParks Honorary Rangers now include more than 
1 300 volunteers who assist in the provision of man-power, 
technology and equipment needed for SANPark’s anti-
poaching efforts. This includes supporting the K9 Project 
Watchdog, which sees specially trained tracking dogs 
deployed to sniff out poachers. 
   “Rhino Tears isn’t about making money, it’s about creating 
change and giving people the chance to get involved with 
something important,” says Hooper. 
“The beauty lies in the fact that our customers can enjoy a 
great glass of wine, while knowing that they’ve contributed 
to a great cause. The funds raised are used train rangers 
on the frontline of the anti-poaching interventions and 
purchase gear that allows the them to survive in the bush 
for long periods, while tracking poachers.”
   Rhino Tears wine – in a Red Blend and Sauvignon Blanc 
– is available for purchase at around R55 per bottle in 
major retailers around the country. It can also be ordered 
online at www.rhinotears.co.za 

Further information about the wine and the anti-poaching 
initiatives can be found at:

Website: http://www.rhinotears.co.za/

http://www.rhinotears.co.za
http://www.rhinotears.co.za/
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CREATURE FEATURE By David Muirhead

War and peace, work and play, rain and shine, day and night, the 
horse has plodded, cantered and galloped its way through most of 

recorded human history. Until the early part of the 20th century it was 
present at almost every momentous event that helped shape the world 
we live in. Bronze statues of noble steeds now stand proudly in public 

places in most of the world’s major cities, inevitably carrying an im-
portant bronze somebody or other on their back.

ZEBRA
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While the horse was building this epic 
reputation, its close African cousin, 
the zebra, managed to keep 

its head down and hence avoided being 
drawn into bloody battles and interminable 
parades. There were the odd exceptions. 
The first zebra to reluctantly reach Europe 
probably arrived in about AD 240 from a 
port in North Africa aboard a galley destined 
for Ostia, the ancient port of Rome. At 
the end of this dangerous, and no doubt 
uncomfortable, journey, the zebra took part 
in a lavish extravaganza at the Coliseum. 
It was marveled at and then killed, most 
probably in an inescapable confrontation 
with an imported lion. 
   The Romans came to know the zebra 
as hippotigris, which means ‘tiger horse’ 
in Latin. The name we use in all likelihood 
originated in Africa, possibly the Congo, 
and entered the English language via 
Portuguese or Spanish during the 1600s. 
English speakers then liberally applied the 
word to describe a whole host of other things 
with black-and-white stripes, from fish to 
pedestrian crossings. 
   Being familiar in form and yet strange in 
appearance, the paradoxical zebra has long 
been a source of wonder and fascination. 
Modern scientific theory, based on foetal 
evidence, maintains that it is a black animal 
with white stripes, though feel free to argue 
if you’ve wagered on the opposite being the 
case. This does not, of course, explain why it 
has such bold and dramatic stripes in the first 
place, something that seems odd, because it 
ives in a habitat where all the other animals  

ldo their best to blend in. Answering this 
puzzling question has become something of 
a scientific parlor game, and it’s now possible 
to pick from a range of hypotheses, none of 
them mutually exclusive and all of them far 
from conclusive. Early theories proposed 
that the zebra’s stripes are a type of 
camouflage, helping to conceal the animal in 
long grass or dazzle and confuse predators 
when a close-knit group is surprised out in 
the open. More recently, the stripes have 
been explained as a way of fooling flies or 
as a type of air-conditioning, the alternating 
black and white surfaces absorbing or 
radiating heat to generate a cooling flow of 
air around the zebra’s body. It may even 
be that the patterns, each as subtly unique 
to the animal as a human fingerprint, help 
them recognize each other, though there is 
not much in the way of evidence to support 
that particular theory. If it is true, we are 
left with the conundrum of how the other 
uniformly coated quadrupeds tell each other 
apart. In any event, zebras don’t seem to 
have completely made up their minds as 
to whether they like stripes or not, and if 
they do, whether broad ones or thin ones 
are more fetching. The quagga, a variant 
of the plains or Burchell’s zebra, appears 
to have been in the process of losing its 
stripes altogether, incongruously sporting a 
pair of dirty white pants when it was hunted 
to extinction. Heaven knows what that did 
to upset the air-conditioning system or the 
fly-fooling apparatus, but it plainly wasn’t 
working well as camouflage. 
Cape mountain zebras chose to go in the

opposite sartorial direction and have the 
most complicated and striking stripes of all, 
particularly on the rump; in consequence, 
their hides were much favored as ornamental 
rugs. Thus, in the mid-1960s they, too, 
came perilously close to extinction. Despite 
their close kinship with horses, zebras 
have always been—and still are—justly 
compartmentalized in most people’s minds 
with all the other wild and exotic fauna of 
Africa. 
   However, during the 19th century a few 
serious attempts were made to domesticate 
them. This proved to be surprisingly easy, or 
at least no more difficult than breaking in a 
horse or a mule. Though not as fleet-footed 
as the horse, zebras have greater stamina 
and, at least in the African context, are far 
more resistant to disease. These attributes 
appealed in particular to the military, and a 
few zebras were pressed into service as draft 
animals and even as mounts for soldiers. 
More visibly, Sir George Gray, Governor 
of the Cape Colony in the 1850s, had four 
zebras trained to pull his carriage and even 
took them with him when he was posted to 
New Zealand.
In the end, it was probably the zebra’s 
muscular neck, nervous disposition and 
vicious kick that saved it from an ignominious 
life of servitude. Alice Hayes, a well-known 
horsewoman in the 1890s, recording her 
ride on a mountain zebra, best sums it up: 
‘The most awkward kicker I ever rode. It 
was no use trying to rein him back; he had a 
neck like a bull. He was far too neck-strong 
to make a pleasant mount for a lady’. Well, 
that’s a relief.

WILDSIDE WALKING SAFARI 
Often in life it is so easy to 

overlook the small things, the 
finer details, while in search of 
something bigger.... but ....it is 

often in the detail that we find the 
most beauty and that teaches us 

the most.

Join us on a trip of a lifetime to 
discover just how intrinsically 

designed mother nature is.

Come and experience the 
exhilaration of walking in a 

Big 5 Reserve in Northern KZN 
with us under the expert and 

knowledgeable guidance of highly 
qualified Trails guides 

2019 TRAIL DATES
21 - 24 March
25 - 28 April
16 - 19 May
13 - 16 June
04 - 07 July

08 - 11 August
19 - 22 September

24 - 27 October
21 - 24 November

BOOK TODAY 
( Limited space available on each trail )

For more details and pricing contact Liz on 076 182 3483 or email liz@wildsidesa.co.za
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/Wildsidesa.co.za

COST OF TRAIL: R4 600
Trail Rates Include:

• 3 nights accommodation in 
two man canvas dome tents

• Comfortable beds 
• Three meals per day

• Game Walks in Big 5 reserve
• Qualified Trails Guide and 

Back-up Guide
• 15% Vat

Ad-hoc dates and private 
group trips can also be 
accommodated
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By Richard McKibbinWING IT

Crowned Eagle Talons - 
“ Pure, raw power. The 
titanium-like talons of a sub-
adult crowned eagle that was 
being ringed at C.R.O.W after 
being rescued from the sea. “

Your Garden, Your Nature Reserve

Garden Birds
In the last article of Wing It, we looked at the most powerful and 
supreme of all birds, the raptors.  Today, we head to somewhat 
of the other extreme as we have a look at a more ‘gentle’ side of 
birding , so to speak, the world of garden birds.  This may sound 
boring and may even just conjure up images of your lil’ old gran 
throwing seeds out for the ‘mossies’, but garden birds are far 
from boring!  I trust that this article will help you see your own 
garden, and its potential, in a different light.

The Black-Collared Barbet is a beauty to have in your 
garden.  They LOVE fruit trees, and bird-ringer’s fingers!  
Here James Rawdon takes one for the team. 
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” The majestic Hadeda, AKA”the flying 
vuvuzela”

Depending on where you live in South Africa, will 
determine what garden birds you may have, but 
for the most part we will look at those in urban 

or suburban gardens in the major cities where there is 
generally a common ‘crew’ that one is likely to enjoy.  
   It would only be fitting to start off with one of the most 
iconic garden birds of all.  The majestic Hadeda, AKA ‘the 
flying vuvuzela’.  Love them or hate them, they are here to 
stay.  I love and hate them.  I love them because I think they 
are quite hilarious, real characters, being the recipient of 
many jokes and bringing some light-hearted relief as they 
terrify themselves on their take-off, but I also truly hate 
them when they sit at ear-level, outside your bedroom 
window, and start to scream as loud as they can.  From 
4am. In unison.  With 37 of their friends.  This is not ok.  
I also hate them when we are walking in ‘Big 5’ territory, 
on fresh lion spoor, and these ‘bliksems’ explode out of a 
tree above us, screaming at the top of their lungs... This 
sends a split-second of terror to the core of my being in 
the midst of a tense moment.  This is immediately followed 
by visions of hadeda-shaped thanksgiving turkeys, golden 
brown, and roast potatoes, gravy.....  I feel I may not be 
the only one who has these visions?
In our own gardens, we have the ability to increase the 
species diversity so that we don’t just have the alien 
invasives, like Indian Mynah and House Sparrow (these 
I detest having in our country and out of immature spite 
they will not be mentioned again in the article) so that we 
can have a lot more exciting indigenous birds, with great 
colours and sounds to wake up to.  Make your gardens 
more bird-friendly by introducing as many indigenous 
plants as possible.  Create a natural habitat with a good 
combination of natural grasses (these can be really 
beautiful), fruit trees, and flower bearing plants.  The 
grasses can bring in mannikins, canaries and waxbills.  
The fruit trees can bring in Green Pigeons, African Olive 
Pigeons, Turacos and Go-away Birds, as well as Barbets. 
   The nectar from flowers (like Wild Dagga - Leonotis 
‘leonurus’, as well as Coral trees - Erythrina sp. and Aloes 
- A. marlothii, A. maculata and A. arborescens ) will bring 
sunbirds, starlings and even orioles.  Leave dead trees 
and branches for Barbets and Woodpeckers to feed from 
and nest in, and they are also a great perch for many 
species.  A water-feature or pond will bring some special 
visitors and if this isn’t possible, a bird bath is a great 
alternative.  

The melodious call of the Brown-Hooded Kingfisher, 
similar to Red-Faced Mousebirds, is a special sound 
in our gardens. 

The ever majestic, ‘flying vuvuzela’ 

This Cape Wagtail bridal shoot was done in my own garden, 
whilst lying flat on the grass and waiting for a good moment 
to snap.  Thanks for playing along pretty lady!

One of the most characteristic sounds of the bushveld, the 
Cape Turtle dove’s ‘work harder’ (some prefer the ‘drink 
lager’ call), transports us to the land of elephants.

The pied bride, another perfect model

Please, do not have free  roaming cats in your garden!  They are 
predators and as much as we like to think our own cats may not 
hunt birds, they do.  This will work strongly against your own birding 
environment at home, and the bird populations too as they struggle 
to survive while their natural habitat continues to be decimated 
around them!
   It is a special honour to be visited by our feathered friends at our 
homes. Swifts and swallows fill our summer skies above kids playing 
on the lawn, while the migrant and brilliant green cuckoos sing and 
search for caterpillars in the leafy trees.   Those who do not use 
poisons, and allow the smaller creatures to share their space may 
be treated by the friendly Brown-Hooded Kingfisher, who shoots off 
his perch to grab a grasshopper or gecko.  Kitchen windowsills may 
be visited by Familiar Chats, Red-Winged Starlings, or even a feisty 
Sunbird taking on his reflection with rather adorable iridescent rage.
   A common little chirper cruising your garden may be the happy 
looking Wagtails, that, when stretching, display what looks like a 
beautiful bridal gown.  They love lawns and run around catching 
little insects that pop out of the grass.  The ‘work harder’ call of the 
Cape Turtle Dove is an encouragement to the office-bound, and 
it transports them for just a few moments of day-dreaming, to a 
waterhole in the Kgalagadi, where the warm breeze is blowing 

through the car window, excitement bubbling for what predator may 
be coming to drink shortly, and it begins to soothe the soul....  we are 
distracted, back to work. (And back to the garden birds)
   Each passionate birder will likely have some little quirky ‘research 
project’, that they run, keeping them busy.  Whether it is (like my 
mom) watching a male Southern Masked Weaver build 17 nests 
in one season, only to be rejected by the female each time, or like 
others who mark the exact day that their favourite Yellow-Billed Kite 
returns from migration annually (sometimes even bets for beers are 
placed on this occasion), or whether it is even seeing if you can reach 
100 birds on your list for your garden (do distant fly-bys count?), Your 
garden can be a place where you learn things that even seasoned 
birders may not know! 
Birds are a magical part of our lives and they create fantastic worlds 
that we can experience right in our own home environment. 
   Sometimes, our gardens can provide some very exciting birds.  
Johannesburg has had an interesting influx over the past few 
decades of ‘new’ birds, such as Grey Hornbill, African Goshawk and 
Mountain wheatear for example.  Some lucky birders have stumbled 
upon  gems like Ayers’ Hawk Eagle or even rarer visitors like a 
Collared Flycatcher!  Others have almost stepped on Buff-Spotted 
Flufftails with chicks (little black cotton wool balls on toothpicks) as 
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they walk from their car to their house in 
Durban.
   My best garden birds to date have to be 
the following:  White-crested helmetshrikes 
and pearl-spotted owl (when I lived in 
Johannesburg) and then Crowned eagle 
(obviously, for those who know me!) and a 
White-Faced Owl here in Umhlanga!
   An evening walk around the garden, or your 
suburb, will very possibly be accompanied 
by chirping Dark-Capped Bulbuls, who 
gather frantically to shout hatred at, 
(hopefully not the neighbourhood cat), a 
sparrowhawk or even the neighbourhood 
spotted eagle owl! 
   Night time brings an end to the work 
day and may deliver the beautiful yet 
haunting call of the spotted thick-knee that 
echoes into the night, once again giving us 
the feeling that even though we may be 
surrounded by a concrete jungle, this once 
was as wild as anywhere else in the world, 
and for that moment, we are transported 
away.
   Birds paint the world with colour and fill 
the air with song, creating a very sweet 
world, one of the many things that makes 
them so incredibly special!
   Get your nature reserve ready.  They will 
come! 

My garden in Umhlanga producing the goodness!  I couldn’t 
sleep and at 3am heard this Southern White-Faced Owl 
calling outside!  The best insomnia I have ever had

A Water Thick-knee, cousin of the spotted thick-knee, has an 
equally beautiful and enchanting call that echoes through 
the night. 



SEPTEMBER 2019 WILDSIDE  73 SEPTEMBER 2019 WILDSIDE  72 

WANT TO
ADVERTISE IN 
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WILDSIDE magazine, 
call us on

076 182 3483
or email

liz@wildsidesa.co.za
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Little Pilgrims Boutique Hotel
Tel: (+27) 13 7373163
Email: reservations@littlepilgrims.co.za
Website: www.littlepilgrims.co.za

Maqueda Lodge
Tel: +27 82 450 4089
Email:reservations@maquedalodge.com
Website: www.maquedalodge.com

Merry Pebbles
Tel: 013 764 2266
Email : info@merrypebbles.co.za  
Website:www.merrypebbles.co.za

Hotel Numbi and Garden Suites
Tel: (+27)13- 7377301/2/3/4
Email: reservations@hotelnumbi.co.za
Website: www.hotelnumbi.co.za 

Tomjachu Lodge
Tel:   +27(0)82 704 4804
Cell: +27 (0)79 257 9160
www.tomjachu.co.za

Misty Mountain
Website: www.mistymountain.co.za
Tel: 013 764 3377 / 073 375 1817

Tinyiko Lodge
Tel:072 272 0187
Email:reservations@tinyikokrugerlodge.co.za
Website: www.tinyikokrugerlodge.co.za

Kruger Shelati
Tel: +27 (0)66 159 9972
Email: reservations@krugershalati.com
Website: www.krugershalati.com

Blyde Canyon House
Email: book@blydecanyonhouse.co.za
Tel: +27 78 535 7752 
Website:  www.blydecanyonhouse.co.za

Pioneers Grill
Tel: 013 7377397
Email :restaurant@pioneersbutchergri l l .co.za 
Website: www.pioneersbutchergrill.co.za

WILDGUIDE
The following is a list of all the advertisers in this issue. They are 
there to help you plan your next adventure so please contact 

them for more information and let them know that you saw their 
ad in Wildside Magazine.

Federal Airlines 
Tel: +27 (0) 11 395 9000
Email: shuttle@fedair.com
Web : www.fedair.com

Bhejane Nature Training 
Tel: 035 940 0990
Email: info@bhejanenaturetraining.com
Web: www.bhejanenaturetraining.com

Ghost Mountain Inn 
Tel: 035-573-1025
Email: gmi@ghostmountaininn.co.za
Web: www. ghostmountaininn.co.za

Gooderson Bushlands 
 Tel: Tel:+27 (0) 35 562 0144
Email: bgl@goodersons.co.za
Website: www.goodersonleisure.co.za/Bush-
lands/

 Beverley Country Cottages 
 Tel: 082 895 4002    
 Email: info@beverleycountrycottages.co.za
 Web: www.beverleycountrycottages.co.za

 Limpopo Field Guiding Academy
 Tel: +27 72 625 4709
 Email: info@limpopotraining.co.za
 Website: www.limpopotraining.co.za

Lion Heart Experiences
Tel: +27 82 331 3256
Email:  richard@thelionheart.co.za
Website: www.thelionheart.co.za

Seolo Africa
Tel:   +27 (0)11 467 1886
Email: michelle@seoloafrica.com
Website: www.seoloafrica.com

Woodlands Guest House
Tel: 630656930, 
Email:reservations@woodlandsgh.co.za
Website: www.woodlandsgh.co.za 

Umsisi House
Website: www.umsisihouse.com  
Email: reservations@umsisihouse.co.za Tel: 082 
479 9700
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Topolinos
Tel: 0137378049  
Email: admin@topolinos.co.za 
Website: www.topolinos.co.za

Graskop Gorge Adventure Hub 
Tel: 066 305 1573 l 066 305 1572
Website:www.graskopgorgeliftcompany.co.za /

Skyway Trails
Website: www.skywaytrails.com
Phone: 082 825 0209

Ponieskrantz Arts and Crafts
Tel: 013 768 1150
Email: sharon.p@lantic.net
Website: www.ponieskrantz.co.za

Barbeton Adventures
Tel: 066 222 1026
Email: info@barbetonadventures.co.za
Website:www.barbetonadventures.co.za

Ashia Cheetah Sanctuary
Email: volunteers@ashia.co.za Website:www.
ashia.co.za/volunteer-programmes/

List your property here for only R50 / month 
( minimum period of 12 months )

Contact info@wildsidesa.co.za

Contact Us Today on 
Tel: 076 182 3483

Email: liz@wildsidesa.co.za
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WINDBAG

of them around at the moment 
unfortunately.
 It’s nice to think that putting little 
Tommy Tucker in the White House 
would have positive outcomes.  With 
tariffs removed and VAT exemption, 
world production of toffees and cotton 
candy would soar to unprecedented 
levels, generating tens of thousands 
of new jobs in the beleaguered sugar 
industry, not to mention the dental 
profession.  But might there be a dark 
side?  Would bossy maths teachers 
be rounded up and forced to walk 
the plank from the flight deck of the 
USS Nimitz?  Would Tommy’s pudgy 
little finger reach for the red button if 
Chairman Zit beat him at Nintendo’s 
Super Smash Bros Ultimate.
The real problem is that kids, no 
matter how wise, grow up and then 
we’d be back to square one, especially 
in countries where the tradition is for 
presidents to stay in the job forever.  
Like Peter Pan, the incumbent 
might try and cling tenaciously to 
his prepubescent years, but there is 
nothing quite as creepy as an adult 
behaving like that – think Michael 
Jackson.  
No, we’re all in this mess together.  But 
maybe the kids can yet point the way. 
The original Pan, Peter’s dad, was 
a nature spirit, the archetypal Green 
Man, an omnipresent and yet elusive 
figure who dwelt in the dappled shade, 
the repairer of forests and the cleaner 
of streams.  Perhaps, after all, it’s still 
not past time to reconstruct the world 
with the fabric of childhood dreams.

WINDBAG By David Muirhead

Hedge your 
bets - Vote 
Peter Pan!

It would be easy to dismiss the recent 
spate of children publicly lecturing 
adults about the mess they’ve made 

of the planet.  You could argue that 
it’s simply sweet revenge for all the 
angry harangues the little mites have 
had to endure for not tidying up their 
bedroom, leaving Lego on the floor 
and the lid off the toothpaste.
At a recent youthful demonstration 
in the UK about climate change, a 
pretty young girl, hands on hips, told 
the journalist interviewing her that she 
wouldn’t be having any children when 
she grew up, so there.  It was a big 
fat slap in the face for Mother Nature;  
she’s spent the last five billion years 
slaving away in the gene kitchen, 
cooking up all kinds of concoctions to 
get us to where we are – and that’s 
the thanks she gets?  
If everyone agreed with Protestor Girl, 
the human race would be functionally 
extinct within fifty years, and totally 
extinct in one hundred.  The last view 
our species would have of the earth 
we all like so much would probably be 
from the veranda of the Shady Acres 
Retirement Home.  After that the 
pacemakers would pack up and that 
would be it - extinct biped, something 
for extra-terrestrials to dig up and 
get excited about in the future (First 
question: how come they were all so 
old?).  Or maybe nature would just try 
again, only this time six fingers, three 
arms, a bio-luminescent nose and an 
instinctive aversion to coal and plastic. 
At least Protester Girl, by eschewing 
procreation, seems to acknowledge 

that sheer human numbers are at the 
core of our problems, which is more
 than most politicians, economists and 
adult campaigners are ever prepared 
to do.  There’s rarely a murmur about 
keeping it in the trousers at any of 
the conventions and conferences on 
climate change.  Instead, people talk 
ad nauseam about 1.3 billion cows 
farting on a catastrophic scale. Ahem, 
there are 7.8 billion of us eating the 
cows and drinking their milk, not to 
mention tucking into large side orders 
of baked beans and broccoli. 
And let’s not ignore all the hot air 
exhaled during the tens of thousands 
of other chin-wags held each year 
in the air conditioned comfort of 
colossalconvention centres.  The 
millions of delegates put bovine 
flatulence to shame in terms of the 
noxious gases blasted out of the rear 
ends of – Atishoo! –  the engines of 
the aircraft that got them there. 
Maybe it really is time to give Class 3b 
a chance at the helm. IF YOU WON’T 
BEHAVE LIKE ADULTS, WE WILL, 
read one banner at the children’s 
protest march.  Brave words, and 
properly spelt, unlike TRUMP IS A 
CRASY IDOT spotted at a seniors’ 
Washington Rally. But what do they 
mean?  Surely the whole point is not 
to behave like adults, seeing as how 
they’re the ones  stuffing everything 
up.  Obviously the little nippers are 
thinking in terms of idealised adults, 
ones who take responsibility for 
the consequences of their actions, 
biological and otherwise.  Not many 
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