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The release of a captive-born female cheetah named Jasmin onto Kuzuko Lodge, part of the Legacy Hotels & 
Resorts Group, at the end of August 2018, has given birth to a pioneering conservation initiative and has marked 
the start of a promising partnership formed between Kuzuko Lodge and Ashia Cheetah Conservation NPO

 6  P l a s t i c  N e u t r a l  –  a  b i g  s t e p  c l o s e r  t o  a 
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The WILDTRUST is proud to partner with Wedgewood Crafted Confectionary to deliver on its first ‘Plastic 
Neutral’ initiative. 

8  T i m e  i s  R u n n i n g  O u t  f o r  t h e  A f r i c a n    R H I N O
Investec Rhino Lifeline in partnership with Good Work Foundation (GWF) and Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre 
(HESC) hosted British actor, Nicholas Pinnock (best known for his roles in Counterpart, Marcella and Captain America) 
during his recent trip to South Africa. 

1 0  E y e  o f  t h e  Pa n g o l i n
Eye of the Pangolin, a ground-breaking new documentary, was released globally on May 17 on Endangered 
Species Day.

The theme for this year’s World 
Environment Day celebrations is Think.
Eat.Save. Think.Eat.Save is an anti-
food waste and food loss campaign that 
encourages you to reduce your foodprint. 
According to the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), every year 1.3 
billion tonnes of food is wasted. This is 
equivalent to the same amount produced 
in the whole of sub-Saharan Africa. At 
the same time, 1 in every 7 people in the 
world go to bed hungry and more than 20 
000 children under the age of 5 die daily 
from hunger.

The 8th of June is observed internationally as World Oceans 
Day. While the day has been unofficially celebrated since the 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, in December 2008, the 
United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution to officially 
recognise World Oceans Day on June 8 each year.
The observance of World Oceans Day in South Africa allows us 
to highlight the impact of oceans on our country and the various 
ways in which oceans contribute to our country. Celebrating the 
day provides the department with an opportunity to highlight the 
considerable challenges we face in dealing with marine pollution, 
maintaining the oceans’ capacity to regulate the global climate, 
supply essential ecosystem services and provide sustainable 
livelihoods and safe recreation.
The celebration of the day coincides with and forms part of the 
dedication of June as National Environment Month.
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Rischard from Ashia.

The already existing 300ha Wilding Section where Jasmin started her walk into the wild, will furthermore 
be used to prepare captive-born adult or adolescent cats for their release into the protected wild of other 
game reserves in South Africa. Jasmin and any subsequent cat roaming this section are in good company as 
De Lange and his team first used it to rehabilitate Sylvester the famous run-away lion from the Karoo, who 
has been in residence at Kuzuko since May 2016. 

Secondly, it also was the initial home for Nika and Angel, two orphan lioness cubs who were raised to be 
wild from a mere five months old. Both were successfully released into the reserve where they now hunt and 
thrive, forming a pride with Sylvester and his male counterpart Fielies (another lion on the reserve who had 
an uncertain future).  Recently the lionesses both had cubs, sparking the conservation success story that 
inspired De Lange to do the same with captive-born cheetah. He used a completely hands-off approach with 
these lionesses, meaning he is unable to walk with them, touch them or call them, the same approach that 
will be used with the cheetah who are part of the new initiative. 

At this stage, the 300ha Wilding Section is home to a 5-year old male cheetah who is undergoing the

wilding and fitness phase and is 
already hunting regularly. He is 
earmarked for release on a game 
reserve in the Eastern Cape by 
the middle of 2019. Kuzuko and 
Ashia both closely work with the 
management of South Africa’s 
Cheetah Metapopulation Project 
of the EWT (Endangered Wildlife 
Trust).  The team at EWT  as-
sists by identifying suitable game 
reserves for wilded cheetah and 
provides invaluable advice where 
needed.

Kuzuko’s Breeding and Wilding 
Sections are at the moment home 
to six cheetah, consisting of three 
adult females, one adult male and 
two adolescent siblings.

“All adult cats made their first 
kill a mere 6-10 days after being 
released onto the Wilding and 
Breeding Section. They are 
doing exceptionally well, and 
their personality, behaviour 
and physical condition changed 
surprisingly fast. We are in 
uncharted waters and may 
experience set-backs but we are 
convinced it is a very promising 
way to go forward in cheetah 
conservation,” states Gerhard de 
Lange from Kuzuko.
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Above: The arrival of the two cubs

Kuzuko and Ashia 
join forces for 
ground-breaking 
Cheetah Conservation 
Project

The release of a captive-born 
female cheetah named 

Jasmin onto Kuzuko Lodge, part 
of the Legacy Hotels & Resorts 
Group, at the end of August 2018, 
has given birth to a pioneering 
conservation initiative and has 
marked the start of a promising 
partnership formed between 
Kuzuko Lodge and Ashia 
Cheetah Conservation NPO
After initially spending some 
time in a boma, Jasmin was 
released onto a 300ha Wilding 
Section. This turned out to be 
the most perfect set-up for her 
fitness and hunting training 
as Jasmin’s instincts kicked in 
almost immediately. In the space 
of days she made her first kill and 
has been successfully hunting 
ever since. Monitoring Jasmin’s 
first amazing months of wilding 
and successful hunting, lead 
to the creation of the “Cheetah 
Breeding, Wilding & Release 
Project” which is based on two 
main objectives.

The primary goal of the project 
comprises the Cheetah Breeding 
Project in a secure but natural 
environment provided on 
Kuzuko’s game reserve. Financed 
by both parties, Kuzuko started 
with the fencing and internal 
set-up of the Breeding Section in 
2018. This is an area of close to 
600ha where several captive-born 
cats are now able to hunt, mate 
and give birth in the wild. The 
predator-free area (with no 

lions and leopards) allows close 
monitoring of adult animals and 
pregnant females as well as their 
future offspring. 

According to both parties 
involved, the innovative set-up 
is designed to lower the major 
threats cheetah cubs face in the 
wild, and considerably increase 
their survival rate, all the while  
being raised and “educated” by 
their mother. The protective 
instinct of the mothers should 
also kick in leading the cubs away 
from lions patrolling the fence, 
thus sensitising the cubs to bigger 

predators.

“We partnered with Kuzuko as 
the game reserve offers the most 
dedicated wildlife management 
under Gerhard de Lange, and a 
perfect set-up for captive-born 
and captive-raised cats to gain 
the necessary fitness and hunting 
skills for their future life in 
the wild. Extending the initial 
wilding and release concept with 
the breeding venture opens the 
door to a whole new level of 
conservation,” states Chantal

http://www.kuzukolodge.co.za
http://www.ashia.co.za/
http://www.ashia.co.za/


The WILDTRUST is proud to partner with Wedgewood 
Crafted Confectionary to deliver on its first ‘Plastic 

Neutral’ initiative. 
  
 Wedgewood is a KwaZulu-Natal based business that has a 
proud history of investing in its community and working 
to reduce its environmental footprint. Recognising that its 
operation uses in excess of 20 000 kgs of plastic annually, it has 
entered into an innovative partnership with the 
WILDTRUST - aimed at offsetting its plastic footprint. 
The offset will be enabled through an Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) fee for every kg of plastic that it uses in its 
operations and packaging.
  
 WILDTRUST will use the EPR fee to source unrecyclable 
plastic packaging through its network of 715 Waste-preneurs 
and 130 recycling schools, villages and businesses, and then use 
this plastic to produce Green Bricks. 

6 7

“This is the first initiative that 
generates a value on all types of 
waste plastics that is seriously 
scalable.”

The WILDTRUST Green Brick operation is a world 
class innovation that will ultimately enable the 
conversion of 1000’s of tons of unrecyclable plastic 
into building material that can be used to support 
social projects across the continent. The Green Brick 
innovation has been developed in partnership with 
USE-IT, a Durban based recycling non-profit, and 
funded by Dow.

 Wedgewood and the WILDTRUST will audit the 
amount of plastic used and offset each month, and 
Wedgewood will be able to brand/ certify their 
products as ‘Plastic Neutral’. 

“This is the first initiative that generates a value on all 
types of waste plastics that is seriously scalable.  As 
more manufacturers come on board, the vision is to 
establish regional waste innovation centres where it 
is needed most.  Imagine how it would revolutionise 
the way people looked at waste plastic if it was worth 
R2 a kg?” said Paul Walters, Director at Wedgewood.
  
“Plastic Neutral is the space you enter into when 
you remove, from the environment and/or landfill, 
the same amount of plastic that you put into the 
environment,” said WILDTRUST Recycling Manager, 
Hanno Langenhoven. “I am personally very excited 
about the way Wedgewood has embraced the concept 
and journey to becoming Plastic Neutral. They are 
boldly pioneering a trail that needs to be followed by 
every single plastic producer and plastic user in the 
country.”

The Green Brick is a uniquely South African 
innovation, that upcycles a mix of sand, glass and 
previously unrecyclable multi-layer post-consumer 
plastic waste.  Not only does the Green Brick find 
a solution for the global issue of multi-layer waste, 
which previously could not be recycled, but it is 
a beneficiation that addresses a local demand for 
building materials to enable housing and other 
infrastructure.  Through this innovation, the 
WILDTRUST intends partnering with responsible 

businesses to significantly reduce the amount of 
plastic waste in our rivers and oceans. 

The first brick plant has been established at the 
WILDTRUST Recycling Depot in Howick, through 
support from the Dow Impact Fund, and will produce 
on average of 20 000 bricks a month and 240 000 
bricks a year.  To start with, the intention is that these 
Green Bricks will be bartered with WILDLANDS 
Waste-preneurs for the equivalent value of recycling 
collected, further enhancing a circular economy. 

“Unfortunately, this is an uncomfortable conversation 
to have with big brands that are responsible for 
huge volumes of the plastic waste being produced 
daily. Wedgewood, who produce small quantities by 
comparison, approached us asking what they could 
do and how they could make a difference – which is 
admirable and instils hope in us as an organisation 
striving to build a sustainable future for all,” concluded 
Langenhoven. 

For more information:
Email ZandiM@wildtrust.co.za 
Tel:  033 343 6380

P l a s t i c  N e u t r a l  –  a  b i g  s t e p 

c l o s e r  t o  a  h e a lt h i e r  p l a n e t

Below: Green Brick Innovation_WILDTRUST: 

The Green Brick is a uniquely South African 

innovation that upcycles a mix of sand, 

glass and previously unrecyclable multi-

layer post-consumer waste.

Alvina Zondi and Ngenzeni Dlamini are both Waste-preneurs from Sweetwaters. These inspirational 

women collect waste in their community and barter the waste with the WILDTRUST for livelihood 

support items or cash. Soon these ladies will also be able to barter their waste for Green Bricks – 

which they can then use to build onto their homes or lay paving.

Above: Alvina Zondi is one of around 317 

Waste-preneurs in the WILDTRUST network 

and is changing the face of her community 

by collecting waste in and around her 

homestead daily. Some of this waste will be 

turned into a Green Brick!

http://www.wildtrust.co.za
mailto:Email%20ZandiM%40wildtrust.co.za%20%20?subject=Plastic%20Neutral%20Initiative
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“ W e  n e e d 
i n t e r n at i o n a l 
v o i c e s  t o  r e a c h 
n e w  a u d i e n c e s 
a n d  e x p o s e  t h e 
d e p t h  o f  t h i s 
h u m a n i ta r i a n 
i s s u e , ”

Investec understands that wildlife 
tourism is a key driver of economic 
growth and development and as such, 
invests in projects and partnerships 
that ensure that communities are 
active participants in the economy of 
wildlife by focusing on the key areas 
of education, skills development, 
job opportunities and infrastructure 
development. By protecting these 
key areas, our natural resources are 
protected and tourism will continue 
to be one of the drivers of the South 
African economy. 

Investec Rhino Lifeline’s key aim is to 
raise awareness and help stop rhino 
poaching. Every international visitor 
to our country plays a critical role in 
sharing this message with the rest of 
the world. “We need international 
voices to reach new audiences and 
expose the depth of this humanitarian 
issue,” said Tanya dos Santos from 

Investec Rhino Lifeline.

Please view the videos from Nicholas’ 
trip here:
https://www.investec.com/en_za/
welcome-to-investec/corporate-
responsibility/our-environment/
rhino-lifeline.html 

Or visit the Investec Facebook and 
Twitter profiles. 

Donate to HESC to contribute to the 
excellent work that is being done: 
https://www.givengain.com/c/wct/

“all the preemptive and 
proactive measures 
that we’ve been taking 
[over 30 years] have not 
worked…this may be the 
only proactive measure 
that is going to preserve 
our iconic white rhino 
species.”

T i m e  i s  R u n n i n g  O u t  f o r 
t h e  A f r i c a n  R h i n o

Investec Rhino Lifeline in partnership with Good Work Foundation (GWF) and Hoedspruit Endangered Species 
Centre (HESC) hosted British actor, Nicholas Pinnock (best known for his roles in Counterpart, Marcella and 

Captain America) during his recent trip to South Africa.  

Nicholas was in the country for the launch of Investec’s new marketing campaign, in which he features as the 
protagonist in their new brand film. During his trip to visit the GWF and HESC organisations in Hazyview and 
Hoedspruit, he was exposed to the people and communities who are dedicated to saving the rhino. Nicholas 
experienced the significant conservation efforts at each organisation, such as GWF’s digital rural education 
campus initiative and the process of de-horning orphaned rhinos at HESC. 

We live in a world where de-horning rhinos orphaned through poaching, as traumatic as it sounds, is one of the 
ways to save the species. Peter Rogers, head veterinarian who works with HESC observed that “all the preemptive 
and proactive measures that we’ve been taking [over 30 years] have not worked…this may be the only proactive 
measure that is going to preserve our iconic white rhino species.”

https://www.investec.com/en_za/welcome-to-investec/corporate-responsibility/our-environment/rhino-lifeline.html  
https://www.investec.com/en_za/welcome-to-investec/corporate-responsibility/our-environment/rhino-lifeline.html  
https://www.investec.com/en_za/welcome-to-investec/corporate-responsibility/our-environment/rhino-lifeline.html  
https://www.investec.com/en_za/welcome-to-investec/corporate-responsibility/our-environment/rhino-lifeline.html  
https://www.facebook.com/InvestecBank/
https://twitter.com/Investec
https://www.givengain.com/c/wct/
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E y e  o f  t h e 
Pa n g o l i n

Eye of the Pangolin, a ground-
breaking new documentary, is in 

the final stages of completion and is 
due to be released globally on May 17 
on Endangered Species Day.
The film tells the story two South 
African filmmakers who travel the 
continent to find the elusive African 
pangolin, the most trafficked mammal 
on earth. Along the way they also 
meet the people who are trying to save 
the creature which is now on the edge 
of extinction.
Award-winning South African 
filmmakers Bruce Young (Blood 
Lions) and Johan Vermeulen (Kalahari 
Tails) are on a mission to capture the 
African pangolin on film in the hope 
that if people come to know it, they 
will care enough to help put a stop to 
the horrific poaching and illegal trade 
that is raging around these beguiling 
creatures about which so little is 
known.
Due to an increasingly insatiable 
market in Asia, the pangolins in 
that region have almost entirely 
disappeared, as they continue to 
be poached and then, either dead 
or alive, become part of the illegal 
wildlife trade. Traditional Chinese 
Medicine places great value on the 
supposed healing powers of pangolin 
scales and their meat is considered a 
dining delicacy.     

 On their journey throughout the 
continent, Young and Vermeulen 
encounter many who have fallen 
under the pangolin’s strange and 
mesmerising spell. They question the 
nature of man’s relationship with the 
wild creatures of this planet and ask: 
“If we lose the pangolin, do we lose a 
part of ourselves?”
 Filmed on location in South Africa, 
Ghana, Central African Republic and 
Gabon, Eye of the Pangolin will be 
available to download and view via 
numerous online platforms.
 Says Young: “Our goal is to make 
Eye of the Pangolin one of the most 
watched wildlife documentaries ever.
 “It will be made freely available as 
an open source film, accessible for 
viewing around the world via online 
platforms, through educational 
establishments, at wildlife and 
conservation film festivals and by way 
of an intensive screening campaign 
at educational establishments across 
Africa and worldwide.”
 Production of Eye of the Pangolin 
film has been made possible with 
the generous support of WildAid, 
The Marchig Animal Welfare Trust/
Foundation Marchig, Tanglewood 
Foundation, Biggestleaf Travel and 
Pangolin Photo Safaris.

... the search for an 
animal on the edge
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