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4  BONTEBOK BABIES THRIVE AT VERGELEGEN WINE 
        ESTATE
                 One of the rarest antelope species in Southern Africa is thriving in the unexpected setting of a Somerset    
              West wine estate.

6  T r e a s u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  t r e e s
             Whether it is trail running, hiking and mountain biking adventures you seek, or serene days spent bird 
            watching, picnicing and taking in spectacular views, forestry-owned land has something to offer you..

8  P e t  a  c u b,  k i l l  a  l i o n
              The ‘YouthForLions’ campaign was launched on the heels of the international award winning 
             Blood Lions® feature  film documentary in 2015. It is a youth-based campaign, focused on educating
             the youth about wildlife interactive activities and how these activities negatively impact the lives of the 
             animals.

“The Earth and its ecosystems are our home. 
In order to achieve a just balance among the 
economic, social, and environmental needs of 
present and future generations, it is necessary to 
promote harmony with nature and the Earth.
   International Mother Earth Day is celebrated 
to remind each of us that the Earth and its 
ecosystems provide us with life and sustenance.” - 
United Nations Website

22 April

International 

Mother Earth Day

25 AprilWorld Malaria Day

World Malaria Day 2019 is taking place on April 25th. This 
is an annual event taking place all over the world to help 
raise awareness of Malaria as well as raising funds for the 
treatment and prevention of malaria. The day  is meant to 
highlight  the great strides which have already been made 
into fightiing this deadly, but preventable disease as well as 
campaigning for even better steps being taken towards the 
control and prevention of malaria.

This year’s theme for World Malaria Day is ‘End Malaria for 
Good’



The animals not only complement the 
biodiversity of the 3000-hectare estate 
– of which 1900 hectares were declared 
a private nature reserve last year – but 
have also played their part in  pioneering 
social studies, says Tooth. 
 
Some years ago, Dr Anja Wasilewski 
of Marburg University in Germany 
researched bontebok at Vergelegen and 
the Tygerberg and Helderberg nature 
reserves. Dr Wasilewski investigated 
their social bonds, relationships, scent 
communication and use of space, 
leading to greater understanding of the 
bonteboks’ complex social systems.
 
“The Vergelegen team is proud to have 
played a small part in helping ensure 
the sustainability of this outstanding 
antelope breed,” says Tooth. “Care for 
the environment is key at the estate. 
Vergelegen was the first Biodiversity 
and Wine Initiative champion back in 
2005, and we are committed to making 
the estate a prime destination for future 
generations to enjoy.”
 
Vergelegen is open Monday-Sunday 
09h00-17h00 (last entry 16h00). 
Entrance R10/adults and R5/pensioners 
and scholars, pensioners free on 
Mondays. 
Find out more at www.vergelegen.co.za | 
info@vergelegen.co.za.
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Sleek bontebok with their offspring in the 

lush environment of Vergelegen wine estate. 

(Photographer Eben Olderwagen)

One of the rarest antelope 
species in Southern Africa 

is thriving in the unexpected 
setting of a Somerset West wine 
estate. Vergelegen, which hosts 
100 000 local and international 
visitors annually, has welcomed 
nine newborns to its growing 
bontebok herd this summer. 
There are currently 50 bontebok 
on the 319-year-old estate, which 
was acquired by Anglo American 
plc in 1987. 
 
Bontebok (Damaliscus pygargus 
pygargus) are recognisable by 
purplish highlights on their sleek 
chocolate-brown coats, a white 
rump patch, and a white blaze 
on their faces. They once roamed 
the Southern Cape in large 
numbers, but hunting decimated 
them to only 17 in the world. 
These animals were saved by the 
van der Bijl and other farming 
families, and in due course the 
Bontebok National Park was 
established. There are now 
between 2500 and 3000 bontebok 
in the world.
 
“We first welcomed 13 bontebok 
to the estate about 10 years 
ago,” says Vergelegen CEO Don 
Tooth. “Our conservationist 
at that time, Gerald Wright, 
was on the advisory board of 
the Helderberg nature reserve. 
He and City of Cape Town 
vet Dr Elzette Jordan noted 
that the reserve was becoming 
overpopulated with bontebok.
 
‘There was insufficient grazing 
to support all the animals. Some 
mineral deficiencies, especially 
zinc and possibly copper, were 

also becoming apparent. The 
animals were captured and 
transferred to us, with the 
understanding that nine antelope 
would always belong to the City.” 
The buck were treated for ecto-
parasites and given copper and 
zinc supplements, and have 
since thrived on the estate’s 
lush indigenous and pasture 
vegetation. 
 
There are now three breeding 
groups established on the estate, 
says Vergelegen environment 
manager Eben Olderwagen.  
Each group consists of one ram

and seven to eight ewes, with 
the nine newborns distributed 
among them.  Another group 
of about five young rams travels 
together, after being chased out 
of the herds by other bontebok, 
while more young rams roam the 
property in small groups of two 
or three.
“They are completely free 
roaming,” says Olderwagen. “I 
monitor them regularly and if we 
note something is wrong then we 
will arrange for treatment, but 

BONTEBOK BABIES THRIVE AT 
VERGELEGEN WINE ESTATE Bontebok thrive at Vergelegen, which 

recently declared 1900 hectares of the 3000 

hectare estate a private nature reserve. 

(Photographer Malcolm Dare)

Below:  Vergelegen CEO Don Tooth (right) with Mr Anton Bredell, Minister of Local 

Government, Environmental Affairs and Development Planning. They were celebrating the 

clearing of 2200 hectares of alien vegetation at Vergelegen, of which 1900 hectares 

are now a private nature reserve. (Photographer Andrew Brown)

Bontebok (Damaliscus pygargus pygargus) have 

purplish highlights on their sleek chocolate-

brown coats, a white rump patch, and a white 

facial blaze. (Supplied by Vergelegen.)

http:// www.vergelegen.co.za


Around 30% of forestry-owned land is unplanted and a large 
proportion is set aside for dedicated conservation. These include 
vast swaths of grasslands, riverine ecosystems and indigenous 
forests. Besides their obvious conservation value, these areas 
provide ample recreational opportunities on top of what is 
provided by the plantation forests themselves. 
Whether it is trail running, hiking and mountain biking 
adventures you seek, or serene days spent bird watching, 
picnicing and taking in spectacular views, forestry-owned land 
has something to offer you.
The Forestry Explained recreational map makes accessing these 
activities and attractions easy. It  showcases eco-activities of 
forestry companies and private individuals in one user-friendly 
recreational guide. Its interactive nature allows people to explore 
what’s on offer, along with the important information for the 
perfect forestry day out.

2019 “Forestry Fun” bucket list

Make 2019 the year you explore the recreational offerings 
of South Africa’s commercial forests. Why not see if you can 
complete the 2019 “Forestry Fun” bucket list below, making sure 
tag @forestry_explained into any shots you post on Instagram.

1. Mpumalanga’s waterfalls – many of the famous 
‘Panorama Route waterfalls’ are actually situated on forestry 
land owned and managed by state-owned SAFCOL, including 
Berlin Falls, Lisbon Falls, Mac Mac Falls and Pools, Bridal Veil 
Falls, Lone Creek Falls and Marie Shires.

Berlin Falls
Image courtesy of Forestry Explained

Kaapsehoop Scooter Tours
Image courtesy of Kaapsehoop Adventures SAFCOL
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“2019 “Forestry Fun” 
bucket list”

2. Mountain biking getaway – 
take a long-weekend and explore the 
plantations, indigenous forests and 
open grasslands of Karkloof and Howick 
in KwaZulu-Natal. Enjoy the incredible 
scenery, amazing biodiversity and the 
100km plus of biking trails through this 
Sappi-owned land.

3. ‘Big 4’ forestry hikes in four 
provinces – the famed Fanie Botha 
and Tsitsikamma hikes, as well as 
the beautiful Magoebaskloof and 
Jonkershoek trails offer breathtaking 
views, diverse scenery and wealth of 
biodiversity. These fantastic forestry 
trails are a great way to explore the 
distinctly different landscapes of four 
provinces.

4. Kaapsehoop scooters – take a 
two-hour scooter adventure through the 
Kaapsehoop plantations, over streams, 
beside magnificent rock formations 
and waterfalls. If you are really lucky, 
you might also get a glimpse of the wild 
horses for which town is renowned.

5. Trail running triple – forestry-
owned land hosts three of South 
Africa’s best trail running venues, with 
routes to suit all levels of experience 
and fitness. Jonkershoek’s Red Phenox 
presents even experienced runners with 
a challenging decent, while the 20km 
Karkloof trail and 21km White River 
long route are great tests of endurance. 
All three have a number of great short 
trails that are perfect for those wanting 
to take their first steps in the sport.

T r e a s u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e 
t r e e s

Below: Trail Running - Karkloof SAPPI
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S h a r e  t h e  c l i p  a n d 
s i g n  t h e  p l e d g e

The tiny lion cubs are then hand raised, bottle 
fed and used for cub petting attractions where 
members of the public pay to pet and hold them. 
When they grow older, the sub-adult lions are 
trained to climb trees and pose on rocks for 
“selfies” during lion walking attractions. Once 
fully grown, the now tame lions are often sold to 
captive hunting establishments where they can be 
shot and killed in “canned” or captive lion hunts. 
This is just one of the ways in which hand reared 
and bottle fed lion cubs end up. Others are kept 
in small enclosures and killed for their bones to 
be exported to South East Asia to supplement the 
tiger bone trade. 
Share the clip across your platforms, sign the 
#YouthForLions pledge here and commit to not 
supporting breeders or operators that contribute 
to the cycle of unethical exploitation of predators. 
By signing the pledge, you are adding your voice 
to the global call to stop the captive breeding 
and associated commercialisation of Africa’s 
predators. You will also pledge your support to the 
conservation community in their efforts to secure 
the survival of Africa’s predators in the wild while 
promoting the responsible interaction with, and 
respect for, Africa’s wilderness.

View the new clip here:
www.facebook.com/YouthForLions/
videos/2281094068813495

P e t  a  c u b, 
k i l l  a  l i o n

Youth For Lions

The Blood Lions ‘YouthForLions’ team have officially launched a brand 
new animated clip showing the life cycle of a captive bred lion in South 
Africa, to create awareness across the globe.
The ‘YouthForLions’ campaign was launched on the heels of the 
international award winning Blood Lions® feature film documentary in 
2015. It is a youth-based campaign, focused on educating the youth about 
wildlife interactive activities and how these activities negatively impact the 
lives of the animals. It aims to spread awareness across the globe about the 
captive lion breeding industry and the exploitative activities that go hand-
in-hand with it, such as cub petting, lion walking, the lion bone trade and 
canned hunting.
The cycle: 
The campaign’s new release is a simplified and animated look at how lion 
cubs, born in captivity in South Africa, are often taken away from their 
mothers when they are younger than 10 days old. The removal of the cubs 
forces the mothers straight back into an intense breeding cycle. In captivity, 
lionesses often breed up to four or five times faster than they would in the 
wild.

http://www.bloodlions.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/YouthForLionsPledge.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/YouthForLions/videos/2281094068813495
http://www.facebook.com/YouthForLions/videos/2281094068813495
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