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South Africa’s natural beauty forms a spectacular backdrop to the many amazing lodges 
scattered throughout the country. There are a few however that stand out from the rest 

in terms of offering the perfect setting for a romantic getaway.  
Whether they offer breath-taking views, have romantic outdoor baths and showers or 

offer guests the opportunity to sleep under the stars our list of four exclusive lodges are 
guaranteed to provide honeymooners or those just looking to rekindle the love in their 

relationships with the most idyllic, romantic setting they could ask for. 
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The rustic Kosi Forest Lodge is the only private lodge in the 
Kosi Bay Nature Reserve and forms part of the iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

A beautiful old Zulu podberry tree forms the focal point around 
which the reception area, bar, lounge and dining area have been 
built. A hammock sways gently in the afternoon breeze, and the 
chatter of birds fills the air. 

This small intimate lodge accommodates up to 20 people in 
thatched canvas bush suites which have been positioned through-
out the sand forest in such a way as to afford guests absolute privacy 
in amongst peaceful surroundings. 

Breakfast and lunch are served in the outdoor dining area under 
a canopy of acacia trees during the day and complimentary sherry, 
tea and coffee are available all day long in the lounge area where 
comfy couches and a bookshelf filled with an interesting array of 
reading matter 

it’s at night though when this area magically transforms. Soft, 
flickering kerosene lamps on the tables; warm, cosy blankets draped 
over the back of chairs for those cooler nights and a crackling fire 
in the fire pit all come together to create an intimate and romantic 
ambience under a star studded sky. 

For those seeking a private dinner for two, the lodge manager, 
Blessing, and his staff are more than happy to set up your own seclud-
ed table either alongside the firepit or in the private boma which is 
situated away from the main dining area. The boma is surrounded by 
indigenous bush and with a cosy fire crackling away alongside your 
table, it’s the epitome of a romantic candle light dinner.

crisp linen adorns the beds which are encapsulated by flowing 
mosquito nets, and each suite has an en-suite bathroom as well as 
a wonderfully romantic, private outdoor shower and bath in a reed 
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KoSi FoReST 
Lodge

Kosi Forest Lodge is a comfortable five-hour drive north of Durban, just south of the 
Mozambique border. Thick sandy roads on the last 9km make it a necessity to have a 
4x4 vehicle however if you don’t have a 4x4, don’t let that stop you from visiting this 
little piece of paradise as the lodge offers transfers from the nearby town of Manguzi 

where secure parking for your vehicle is provided. 

enclosed boma. What could be more romantic than enjoy-
ing a luxurious bubble bath under the stars with a glass of 
your favourite wine in hand?  

The swimming pool which overlooks Lake Shengeza 
allows you the opportunity to cool off, relax on one of the 
sun loungers and sip cocktails while watching the sun set 
with the distant sound of hippos filling the air.

Picnic lunch
A visit to Kosi Forest Lodge wouldn’t be complete with-

out a boat trip on the lakes and a sumptuous picnic lunch at 
Bhanga nek.  This full day trip is a wonderful way to explore 
three of the four lakes and learn more about the intricate 
workings of the lake system as well as the traditions and 
beliefs of the Tsonga people who inhabit the area. 

After lunch, a short casual walk over the dunes will reveal 
the most stunning remote stretch of beach you can ever 
imagine. Miles of pristine white sand and aqua blue ocean 
are your playground for an hour or so. Whether you choose 
to take a romantic walk on the beach, have a swim in the 
sea or sit and watch the playful dolphins surf the waves, the 
setting couldn’t be more idyllic. 

if you time your visit right, between november and 
February, then you may be fortunate to witness the return 



FACT TRACKER

Ithala Game Reserve

Location: GPS Co-ordinates S 
270 01’43.00” E 320 47‘13.00”
Travelling Times:
Durban to Kosi via road – 6 hours
Johannesburg to Kosi via road  – 
8 hours
4 x 4 access required. Transfers 
from Manguzu available @ 12h00 
& 16h00 

Room rates from R2010 pppn 
incl. all meals, teas and coffees 
and selected activities

Malaria area – low risk
Limited cell phone signal
Borehole water – drink only 
bottled water
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Thonga Beach Lodge is a 24-bed luxury 
lodge set within a milkwood forest and is 
just steps away from one of South Africa’s 

most unspoilt, idyllic and pristine beaches.
Picture romantic walks on the beach at sunrise, 

candlelight dinners under the stars on the beach, 
snorkelling in crystal clear waters or enjoying one 
of the rejuvenating spa treatments.

Thatched bush suites linked by wooden walk-
ways offer either forest or ocean views. The 
spacious deluxe ocean view suite is slightly ele-
vated above the forest and boasts its own private 

plunge pool and viewing deck where private 
dinners can be enjoyed under the stars. The bed 
is king-sized and draped in crisp white linen and 
flowing mosquito net. A wide romantic bath and 
separate shower flow off the bedroom and floor 
to ceiling windows and door frame the magnifi-
cent views from this suite perfectly.

For reservations and more information:
Tel: 035 474 1473
Email: res@isibindi.co.za
Website: www.thongabeachlodge.co.za

of the endangered giant leatherback 
turtle which can weigh up to 365kg 
and the smaller loggerhead turtles 
which come to lay their eggs on this 
beach every year between november 
and december. The hatchlings usually 
arrive between January and February 
and Kosi Forest Lodge offers turtle 
tracking tours every evening from 
november to the end of February. 
The tours last anything from three to 
four hours and take place late at night. 
Being able to watch these magnifi-
cent creatures lay their eggs from such 
close quarters is a truly special and 
unforgettable experience.   

ThongA 
BeAch Lodge

Thonga Beach Lodge is set on the pristine shores of the 
Maputuland Coast, KwaZulu-Natal which forms part of the  

332 000 hectare iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 
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Set on a square kilometer of pri-
vate conservation estate where 
antelope roam with the majestic 

Amphitheatre mountain and Tugela 
Falls as a backdrop, the lodge is a haven 
where couples can connect to the real.

in essence, romance is about connect-
ing to each other’s real: our real selves. 
Montusi offers a space for just that. 

each of the suites is its own building 
with every need met: Big beds, crack-
ling fireplaces, real coffee, fluffy robes, 
stunning views and carefully arranged 
gardens that maximise privacy.

The dining room and outdoor 
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MonTuSi 
MounTAin Lodge

There is a space in the Drakensberg where rolling grasslands become towering cliffs. A 
space where there is silence and dark skies with a million stars or a bright clear moon. It 
is a space where a person can completely connect with their other in an environment of 

peace and tranquillity. Montusi Mountain Lodge is in the middle of this space.

Phumleni eating area are the setting for 
long dinners over candles with delicious 
wines and ports.  The private Fairy-lit 
Acacia Tree dinner is an absolute favour-
ite for those wishing for their own world.

The wood fire in the guest lounge is 
just the spot to curl up with your partner 
and share a book of stunning photog-
raphy.

By day, adventures into the mountains 
on foot, horse, mountain-bike, quad-bike 
or 4x4 offer couples more opportunity to 
connect to the real. A shower under the 
waterfall or a dip in a summer stream will 
make a memory for ever.

The pristine natural environment, big 
blue skies and solitude are rare gems for 
couples to enjoy together.

Montusi offers so much more than the 
“normal” notion of romance.  it is a place 
to truly feel and know your person.

For your next romantic milestone or 
even just a time to get away, contact 
Montusi Mountain Lodge and begin your 
forever together.

For reservations and more information:
Tel: 036 438 6243
email: info@montusi.co.za
Website: www.montusi.co.za 
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IthaLa 
GamE RESERvE 

A HIDDEN GEM

Exclusive suites, bush villas and family 
friendly safari rooms are dotted along 
walkways offering guests privacy and 

expansive views of the reserve from private 
wooden decks. 

The honeymoon suite and Bush Villas all 
boast expansive open plan bedrooms with 
lounge area. double sided fireplaces in the 
rooms entice guests to light a fire and either 
enjoy its cosy warmth while snuggled under a 
blanket on the couch or while enjoying a relax-

ing bubble bath in the extra-large tub. A rain 
shower with floor to ceiling glass doors which 
can be opened for that “outdoor” shower feel-
ing complete the scene. The honeymoon suite 
also has a private plunge pool and offers total 
seclusion.

For reservations and more information:
Tel: 035 474 1473
email: res@isibindi.co.za
Website: www.rhinoridge.co.za

Rhino Ridge
From its elevated position on top of a “koppie”, Rhino Ridge 

boasts magnificent views of the Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park. 
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