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ITHALA 
GAME RESERVE 

A HIDDEN GEM
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After having visited Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park on numerous occasions, 
we were delighted to finally have the opportunity to visit Ithala Game 
Reserve, situated in Northern KZN. We had heard so much about the 

park, and it definitely didn’t disappoint.

Situated approximately 470km 
from Johannesburg and 380km 
from Durban, close to the small 

town of Louwsburg in northern KZN, 
Ithala was proclaimed a game reserve 
in 1973. Originally only 8000 hectares 
the reserve has since grown in size 
to incorporate approximately 33 000 
hectares. It is considered an important 
conservation area due to the variety of 
different habitats found there. 

The dramatic changes in the topogra-
phy of the land have created rugged and 
breathtaking scenery. Altitudes range 
from 400m above sea level to 1450m 
above sea level and around every cor-
ner a new, even more dramatic scene 
awaits. As you enter the reserve’s gate, 
your eyes feast on miles of open, yellow 
grassland which would provide the per-
fect camouflage for lions, if the reserve 
had any, which it doesn’t. The very fact 
that the lions are absent allows the rest 
of the animals in the reserve to live a 
more relaxed lifestyle. That being said 
though, we felt that the animals we did 
encounter during our stay there seemed 
unusually skittish and not as relaxed as 
those in the other game parks we visit on 

a regular basis.
As we began to wind our way up 

to Ntshondwe Camp, the landscape 
became dramatically more rugged with 
exposed rock formations dating back 
millions of years being creating their 
own beauty. Towering sandstone cliffs, 
magnificent gorges, densely vegetated 
valleys, perennial rivers with cascading 
waterfalls and deep rock pools flanked 
by dense thicket and riverine forests 
provide the perfect habitat for a variety 
of animal species found in the reserve. 
These include white and black rhino, 
elephant, giraffe, buffalo, zebra, leopard,  
zebra, wildebeest, eland, hartebeest and 
other plains game. 

Ithala Game Reserve is a bird watch-
ers paradise with over 300 species of 
bird recorded in the area. These include 
a whole range of “LBJ’s” ( little brown 
jobs), many species of the chat family, 
snipes, plovers, kingfishers and kites to 
name just a few. African crowned eagles, 
Verreaux’s eagles, white backed vultures, 
lappet-faced vultures and Cape vultures 
are also often seen circling the skies near 
the Ngubhu Loop road where thermals 
provide perfect lift for soaring.

Accommodation

Ntshondwe Camp is the main camp 
at Ithala Game Reserve. A variety of 
very comfortable self-catering options is 
available. We stayed in one of their two 
bedroomed, one bathroom units which 
sleep four people. A lovely outdoor patio 
with table and chairs is perfect for al fres-
co dining or enjoying sundowners. The 
kitchen is fully equipped, and it also has 
a small dining and lounge area, which 
has a TV with limited DSTV channels.

The camp has its own restaurant, 
coffee shop, curio shop and bar as well 
as a fully equipped conference centre. 
The swimming pool area has been built 
around a giant rock and with the sound 
of water cascading over a small waterfall 
and sun loungers beckoning guests to 
lie down this is the perfect place to 
relax and soak up the in-between sun 
activities.

The very comfortably appointed self-
catering Ntshondwe Bush Lodge sleeps 
six people in three bedrooms and has its 
own private swimming pool and cook. It 
is suspended on the edge of a cliff offer-
ing the most spectacular views of the 
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reserve within the main camp area.
Thalu bush camp is situated on the 

banks of the Thalu river and sleeps four 
people in two bedrooms which are sepa-
rated by a lounge and kitchen and private 
viewing deck.

Mbizo bush camp sleeps up to eight peo-
ple in bush chalets constructed of reed, 
wood and thatch. Each of the chalets has 
its own lounge and bathroom, while a cen-
tral firepit area invites you to sit alongside 
its roaring flames in the evening and gaze 
up at the millions of stars that can be seen 
in the night sky

On the eastern side of Ithala, Mhlangeni 
Bush Camp sits high up on a granite 
boulder koppie. It sleeps up to ten people 
in five, two-bed units and all the bed-
rooms, the lounge area and the viewing 
deck overlook the Ncence valley and the 
Mhulumbela river. 

Things to do

Guided morning and evening game 
drives and walks can be booked at 
Ntshondwe Camp. There are also a num-
ber of self-guided walks near Nthondwe 
camp which is a great way to get a new per-
spective on the reserve. 4 x 4 enthusiasts 
will enjoy the rugged terrain throughout 
the reserve and there are a number of 
well laid out and marked, self-guided 4 x 4 
auto trails available to explore. Please get 
details from Ntshondwe Camp reception.

A number of picnic sites are situated 
in the most pristine locations throughout 
the reserve and offer stunning views with 

FACT TRACKER

Ithala Game Reserve

Gate Opening and Closing Times
Summer (1 November to 28/29 February ) 05h00 to 19h00
Winter (1 March to 31 October ) 06h00 to 18h00
Facilities
Restaurant, bar, coffee shop, information centre, petrol and diesel, conferences, day 
and night game drives, walking trails. A fully equipped shop sells curios and basic 
supplies. Petrol and diesel are available at the main gate.
Malaria – No
Accommodation: 
Ntshondwe Camp 39 thatched two, four and six sleeper self-catering chalets and 
28 non-self-catering chalets for use by conference delegates.
Thalu Bush Camp – sleeps four
Mbizo Bush Camp – sleeps eight
Mhlangeni Bush Camp – sleeps ten
4x4/SUV or vehicle with high clearance essential if you are doing self-guided game 
drives in the reserve.
Rates: From R1360 for two adults per night

Tel: 033 845 1000
Email: bookings@kznwildlife.com
Website: www.kznwildlife.com

many of them being situated along the 
rivers and providing ideal game view-
ing opportunities. 

We stopped off at the Phongolo 
picnic site for morning coffee. The 
site was well laid out with clean ablu-
tion facilities and plenty of BBQ’s 
for those busy in-season periods. A 
suspension bridge takes you across 
to an island equipped with more 
BBQ’s and where, after a short walk 
down some steps, of course being 
ever watchful for wild animals, espe-
cially crocodiles, you are reward-
ed with the sheer beauty of the 
Phongolo river.

Final Comments

During our stay, the game viewing 
itself was a bit of a disappointment. 
Animal sightings were scarce but this 
was possibly because we were there in 
winter so will go back again in sum-
mer to see if there is a difference.  The 
accommodation was comfortable, and 
the staff were all very pleasant and 
helpful. 

Would we recommend it? Absolutely. 
There just is no other reserve that 
equals Ithala regarding the diversity of 
landscape and habitat and panoramic 
beauty. 


