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In our annual nature training and field guide feature we are going to be taking a closer 
look at how their organisation was formed, what drives them to be a part of this industry, 

the different courses they offer and what sets them apart from their competitors.
So if you are just about to leave school and are considering a career in field guiding or 

nature conservation or you feel trapped in your current career and are looking to make a 
change, then the next few pages will offer great insight...

A PASSION 
FOR NATURE

“Look deep into nature, and 
then you will understand 

everything better”  
– Albert Einstein
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FACT TRACKER

CAREER FOCUSED COURSES INCLUDE:           SPECIALISED GUIDE COURSES INCLUDE:      

• 1 Year FGASA Field Guide, Marine & Back-up Trails 
Guide Skills Program

• 6 month FGASA Field Guide, Marine & Back-up Trails 
Guide Skills Program

• 4 ½ Month FGASA Field Guide & Back-up Trails Guide 
Skills Program

• 10 Week FGASA Advanced Field Guide Skills Program
• 10 Week FGASA Field Guide Skills Program

• 7 Week FGASA Back-up Trails Guide Specialization 
Course

• 4 Week FGASA Marine Guide Specialization Course
• 21 Day FGASA Birding Specialist Course
• 5 Day FGASA Tracking Skills Specialization Course
• 5 Day FGASA Advanced Rifle Handling Specialization 

Course

Fifteen years of guiding, managing 
and training teams of guides in some 
of South Africa’s premier game reserve 
destinations, led Schalk and Candice 
Pretorius to establish Ulovane Envi-
ronmental Training, adjacent to and 
operating in Amakhala Game Reserve, 
between Grahamstown and Port Eliza-
beth in the Eastern Cape. 

“This exceptional Malaria free location 
features interesting geological and pa-
leontological history with a variety of 
fauna and flora, including the big-five, 
cheetah, brown hyena, caracal, serval 
and bat eared foxes,” says Schalk. 

“It was our dream to establish a train-
ing environment where our students 
would not just receive qualifications, 
but rather live the experience, shar-
ing in our passion and so the Ulovane 
Campus was established. To match 
the dream we ensure a professional, 
exemplary and sensitive approach 
to the environment, the comfortable 
lodge-like accommodation was de-
signed to be off the grid enabling us to 
practice what we preach,” comments 
Schalk.

 “Empowering students with a sound 
knowledge of nature, whilst stressing 
the importance of protecting the 
environment, not just for future genera-
tions but for our own survival is critical. 
The students are well equipped to 
share the delights of their experiences, 

from an encounter with the smallest 
creature to the largest beast, with any 
audience that they may meet, thereby 
spreading the word. We pride our-
selves on offering outstanding courses, 
producing knowledgeable and ethical 
guides, committed to conservation 
and making a difference”, says Schalk.

What sets us aside:
• A flexible approach to personal 

development and the career path 
of each student, offering support 
to each student in achieving their 
goals and success in life.

• The diversity of courses providing 
the opportunity to gain additional 
qualifications in specialised fields.

• Our focus on the development of 
personal traits that are essential in 
making good leaders.

• As leadership is a vital component 
of being a successful guide, so 
punctuality, responsibility, ac-
countability, forward planning and 
taking control of situations are a 
key focus to us in developing lead-
ership skills.

• A comprehensive assessment 
covering competencies in all 
aspects of guiding. Game Drive 
assessments are conducted with 
actual guests to ensuring students 
are exposed to the real pressures 
of guiding.

• Well qualified trainers with sound 
practical experience and FGASA 
level 3 and assessor certification.

Ulovane Environmental Training
www.ulovane.co.za 

Cell: 083 2953206 
Email: candice@ulovane.co.za 

Skype: candice-pretorius
Eastern Cape, South Africa

A Passion for Nature
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Established in 2003, Limpopo Field Guiding Academy 
is an industry leader in the world of eco-tourism. 
With a focus on skills development, LFGA combines 

Africa’s pristine wilderness with unique learning opportu-
nities. 

Not only do students have access to the FGASA levels and 

associated CATHSSETA National Qualifications, they are 
also immersed in nature, making a real and valuable con-
nection with the inner self. With internships and job oppor-
tunities available after the course, Limpopo Field Guiding 
Academy is the place to kick start your guiding career!
For more information visit www.limpopotraining.co.za 

Limpopo Field 
Guiding Academy 

THE REAL DEAL

A PASSION 
FOR NATURE
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FGASA endorsed training courses
National Qualifications

Dangerous Game Training
Birding

Tracking
Trails Guiding
Rifle Handling

Contact Details
Tel: 072 625 4709 or 014 007 0621

Email: info@limpopotraining.co.za  www.limpopotraining.co.za

PROFESSIONAL Field 
Guide Training and 
Development

We train you to get REAL 
Qualifications.

A unique opportunity to come face 
to face with South Africa’s wild and 
diverse fauna and flora. Let LFGA 
help you to fully prepare for the 
adventurous and exciting world of 
guiding. The course will mirror the 
life of a field guide. Our courses 
impart the essential knowledge and 
life skills necessary to develop into a 
professional field guide.

A course at LFGA also offers you 
the opportunity to obtain the legal 
qualifications to enter the industry as 
a fully qualified FGASA field guide. 

We are FGASA and AFGA accred-
ited.

Do you want to be a safari guide?
This is the place to do it!

A PASSION 
FOR NATURE
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Bhejane Nature Training is 
owned and run by Dylan and 
Christa Panos and a passionate 

team of academic, field and camp staff.
Dylan and Christa recognised the need 
for accredited nature guide training 
providers in Northern KwaZulu Natal 
and started Bhejane Nature Training 
2009.

uBhejane is the Zulu name for the 
African Black Rhino.The conservation 
of the Black Rhino as a species by the 
KwaZulu Natal Game Rangers only came 
about because of their fierce passion, 
dedication and persistence and sheer 
determination to saving this species from 
extinction. It’s this same passion that is 
the philosophy behind Bhejanes commit-
ment to continue this conservation ethic.  

What sets us a part

Bhejane Nature Training is the first 
training provider to launch a comprehen-
sive career programme for guides, and 
our three-year Advanced Nature Guiding 
and Wildlife Conservation programme 
can be recognised as the most com-
prehensive training programme of its 
kind for nature guides. This programme 
focuses on both terrestrial and marine 
environments and prepares students for 
various possible career paths in the wild-
life tourism and conservation industries.

Why Choose Bhejane

We aim to provide students with a 
training and education environment that 
promotes internal growth and develop-
ment beyond career goals. Our students 
are encouraged to become goal driven 
individuals with a strong character and 
proud work ethic.

Being based in Northern KwaZulu 
Natal, we can explore the many unique 
terrestrial and marine ecosystems that 
the Zululand and Elephant Coast have to 

offer. Our course prices typically include 
more travel, adventure and qualifica-
tions than our competitors, yet prices are 
intentionally kept as low as possible to 
promote affordability for local students.

The courses we offer

Advance Nature Guiding and Wildlife 
Conservation Course

The Bhejane Nature Guiding and 
Wildlife Conservation 3 Year programme, 
is the only one of its kind in the industry 
and has been developed to most accu-
rately meet the demands of the Wildlife 
Tourism Industry for the employment 
of Professional Guides, Conservation 
Research and Field Assistants, and con-
servation entrepreneurs

Professional Nature Guide Course
The 1 Year Professional Nature Guide 

Course prepares students for active par-
ticipation in the Wildlife Tourism indus-
try, by developing competent guides, with 
well-formulated career paths in the vari-
ous specialist guiding fields. 

Combined Level 1 Nature and Marine 
and Coastal Guiding Course

Bhejane now also offer a new 
Combined Marine and Nature Guiding 
Course during which both the Nature 

Guide Level 1 and Marine Level 1 quali-
fications are trained.

The Nature Guide Qualification, is the 
most sought after qualification required 
by the guiding industry for employment. 
The FGASA Level 1 Course also contains 
the CATHSSETA Nature Site Guide 
qualification, which is the minimum 
requirement for guides to register as legal 
tourist guides in South Africa and the 
Marine and Coastal Guiding qualifica-
tion offers prospective guides the oppor-
tunity to learn more about guiding in the 
diverse marine and coastal environments 
of Maputaland’s Marine Reserves.

Dangerous Game Trails Guide Course
The Trails Guide course includes 

advanced practical guiding skills that 
relate to navigation and orientation, 
guiding ethics, preventing and dealing 
with emergencies on trail, planning and 
conducting a guided trails experience, 
tracking skills and animal behaviour, 
basic and Advanced Rifle handling and 
approaching dangerous game on foot.

Field Ranger and Monitoring Assistant 
Course

Specialist Short Courses
Bhejane in association with a variety 

of specialist training providers offers a 

Bhejane lead the way 
IN CREATING  AWARENESS THROUGH WILDERNESS

A PASSION 
FOR NATURE
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range of specialist courses for guides to 
improve their knowledge and skills, and to 
add to their qualifications. Courses are not 
always scheduled in advance, but rather run 
on demand. Please enquire to get dates on 
any upcoming courses. Specialist skills and 
Short Courses include:
•	 PFTC	Firearm	Competency	Training
•	 FGASA	Advanced	Rifle	Handling	Training	

and Assessment
•	 Wilderness	First	Aid	Level	1-3
•	 PADI	Open	Water,	Advanced	Open	Water	

or	Rescue	Diver
•	 Regional	Birding	Specialist	Course
•	 Butterfly	Specialist	Courses
•	 Cybertracker	Track	and	Sign,	and	Trailing

At Bhejane Nature Training we devel-
op Nature Guides and Conservation 
Entrepreneurs with a strong character and 
proud work ethic. Join us to become a part of 
the Zululand Conservation Legacy.

Contact: 
Tel: 071 446 4264 
Email: info@bhejanenaturetraining.com
Website: www.bhejanenaturetraining.com

A PASSION 
FOR NATURE

Bhejane Nature Training

                                 www.bhejanenaturetraining.com
Enquiries:    i n f o @ b h e j a n e n a t u r e t r a I n I n g . co m

Professional Nature, Marine,
Trails and Conservation
Courses in the heart of

Zululand.  Contact us or visit
our website for more

information on the range of
courses we offer.

Adventure, Travel
and Exploration

are trademark features
of a

Bhejane Course

We lead the way . . .


